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A free expression of personal feeling is the natural 
impulse of some; while the close repression of such 
feeling is the natural instinct of others. Neither the 
instinct nor the impulse is always a safe guide. It is 
a duty to give sufficient expression to feeling, and to 
have a fitting measure of its repression. Not what 
we want to do, but what we ought, shall be our 
standard in this sphere. 


A carping spirit rarely goes with a working spirit. 
It is easier to find fault with what some one else does, 
than it is to do something one’s self; hence a man 
who enjoys doing the easier thing, is disinclined to do 
the harder one. As a rule, men are divided into the 
two classes of those who growl and those who work ; 
and each class is alike devoted to its own mission. 
But when it comes to the relative worth in the com- 


munity of the two classes, everybody can see the 
difference, 


“Stop and think!” Thus one-half of the world 
counsels the other half. But it were well for one to 
go a step farther, sometimes, and stop to let others 
think. Beethoven’s dictum, that a pause is the most 
effective element in music, is worth considering out- 


12 | Bature cannot be.eurpassed. To-day believers are 


more than a hymn in a prayer-meeting. The Sabbath 
is the pause that makes musical the gamut of the 
busy days. “A man is not made, spiritually or in- 
tellectually, by the number of sermons he hears, or 
the number of pages he reads. If you would be 
heard or read effectively, stop and let the other man 
think. 


Are we expecting to reach some point in our soul’s 
outlook on which the sunlight of the future falls, 
hoping there to be more favorably situated for God’s 
service than at present? But already we are living 
under conditions.some of which in their exalted 


temples of the Holy Ghost; co-workers with God, 
commissioned more: highly than the angels in bear- 
ing the transcendent gospel message, which must 
come charged with # sinner’s dear memories of his 
Saviour. Even now “the earth is among the stars,” 
and such increase of knowledge has been given man, 
and such mastery over material forces, that, in the 
outward processes of our ministry, we seem to approach 
the clear intelligence, the swift flight, and efficiency 
of celestial -beings. Life here is largely of a piece 
with life hereafter,—time with eternity. There is both 
an uplifting and a warning influence in the thought. 


Sunday-school vacations are a matter of custom or 
of local preference, rather than of necessity or of 
reason. They are not uniformly at one season of the 
year, nor are they always at that season which would 
be most naturally deemed the fitting one. Many 
Sunday-schools in Maine and Massachusetts, and 
other Northern States, take vacations in midsummer, 
while many in Virginia and Georgia, and other 
Southern states, take them in the winter. In the one 
case, it is claimed that the Northern heat is excessive, 
and in the other case, that the Southern cold is severe. 
Meanwhile there are Sunday-schools, North and South, 
that never take a vacation. Just now there are news- 
papers in the South reminding their readers that “it 
is coming to the time of the year when the summer 
Sunday-echools will organize,” and suggesting that it 
is well for them all to start together with the lessons of 
the second quarter of the year. At the same time 
there are religious papers at the North complaining 
that the most interesting and important lessons of the 
year are frequently assigned to the summer months, 
“ when the Sunday-schools have their vacations.” It 
is probably true that, taking the whole country to- 
gether, more Sunday-schools have their vacation in 
the winter than in the summer; but it is also true 
that more Sunday-schools, in both city and country, 
North and South, never take a vacation, because 
they feel that there is no valid excuse for one. Even 
those Sunday-schools that take vacations cannot agree 
on any excuse therefor; and this, after all, is not to 
be wondered at. 


There is what might fairly be called a “ struggle 
for existence” between the adult world and the world 
of childhood. The grown folk find their existence 
hampered by what they suppose to be the unneces- 
sary and inexcusable annoyances from the presence of 
children. The children find their existence ham- 
pered by what they see to be an inexcusably unfair 
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nize the rights of their superiors over them, they also 
recognize—more often .than they are supposed to— 
the broader view of rights between man and man, 
They recognize such a thing as “fair play” entirely 
apart from considerations of age or size. A good 
mother became conscious of the fact that the conquer- 
ing of self was one of the first requisites to the conquer 
ing of her children, through a pathetic appeal from 
her little boy. “Mama,” said he, “when you tallathat 
way to me, i think I had better just go away until 
you get right again. If I could take you up in my 
arms and pet you, as you do me when I feel cross, 
you would soon feel better, and not scold any more. 
But I’m not big enough to do that, and so I think I 
had better just go away from you a little while.” Did 
ever a parent apprehend a child’s ueed better than 
that child apprehended his mother’s need? Was ever 
the cause of affronted and abused childhood pleaded 
with a simpler, more innocent, yet more searching, 
pathos than that? If the child cannot punish you 
for your wrongs against him, neither can he take you 
up in his arms and soothe you into a better spirit, 
and so help you to conquer yourself, whether or not 
it helps him. The child realizes all this,—do-you? 





CONDUCT AFFECTING CREED. 


It is a generally admitted truth that creed affects 
conduct, that a man’s beliefs influence his action, 
that a man is likely to say and to do that which is 
consistent with his opinions and convictions, But the 
converse of this truth is not recognized so widely, 
although it is hardly less obvious in the sphere of 
human nature, while it is equally in accordance with 
the declarations of God’s word. The inspired Proverbs 
say of man, “As he reckoneth within himself, so is 
he.” According to a man’s intelligent convictions 
and thinkings, his character and his life are likely to 
be shaped. There is no room for doubt on this point. 
But our Lord says, also, of man’s relations to God: 
“Tfany man villeth to do His will, he shall know of 
the teaching, whether it be of God or whether I speak 
from myself.” Right conduct is a help toward right 
beliefs, and wrong conduct will help a man to believe 
false doctrines. 

When you see a man giving signs, in all his con- 
duct, of a holy life, the fruits of the Spirit being 
more and more manifest in his words and ways, you 
are justified in supposing that his face is turned God- 
ward, and that he believes the more precious truths 
which God has revealed for man’s guidance and com- 
fort. But when you see a man going astray in his 
daily life, his moral tone loweting perceptibly from 
year to year, you have good reason for thinking that 
he does not have as high a standard of truth before 
his mind as his fellow who is steadily gaining and 
growing in Christ-likeness. Laxity of conduct pre- 
motes laxity of belief; and he who has consented 
within himself to pursue a course in life that he for- 
merly deemed at variance with the law of God, has a 
sore temptation to believe that his old views of truth 
were at fault, and that he is justified in supposing 
that the right creed is one that accords with his 
present conduct. 

How often we find this truth illustrated in the lives 





attitude toward them; for, while children often recog- 


- 


of those about us! A man who had positive religious 
beliefs, and who seemed to live in accordance with 
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then, “begins to show a ea laxity of doctrine. It 
is not that he grows in breadth and liberality of view 
concerning Christian truth, but that he entertains lax 
views concerning revealed truth, There is a world- 
wide difference between “the liberality of laxity” 
and “the liberality of love,”—God-ward and man- 
ward. Observing more closely the man who is 
growing lax in his views of the sacredness of the 
married state and the holiness of family life, it is 
quite likely to be found that his new opinions are a 
result of his new conduct, and that he is consciously 
or unconsciously seeking a lax belief that shall justify 
his lax conduct, to his own mind, if not to others. 
Hearing ors who was formerly active in Sunday- 
school work, and regular in church and prayer-meet- 
ing attendance, confess that h2 no longer believes the 
~ main truths of religion which were once dear to him 
as life, it is often the case that we have reason for 
knowing that that man’s laxity of conduct preceded 
his laxity of creed, and that it was not until the card- 
party, or the club-house, or the drinking-saloon, or 
the mind+stening theater, drew him away from 
' prayer-meeting and home life that he was led to 
think that his creed ought to be shaped in conformity 
with his new occupations. 

It is an intensely practical truth that spiritual 
things are “spiritually discerned ;” and that there 
is no possibility of a man’s comprehending the grand. 
est and most potent truths of religion while’ giving 
himself to ¢ccsonal enjoyments and to selfish living. 
* They that are after the flesh do mind the things of 
the flesh ; but they that are after the Spirit the things 
of the Spirit.” What a man consents to be and to 
do is sure to affect his view of what it is.right for him 
to believe concerning being and doing; and he who 
finds himself growing lax in his religious beliefs has 
reason to ask himself whether his personal conduct 
is not on a lower plane than his old beliefs demanded, 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There is no better way of getting the darkness, or the 
bad air, out of a room, than by letting in the light, or 
bringing in a current of fresh air. So there is no better 
way of getting evil thoughts, or sad ones, out of the 
mind, than by opening the mind to good and cheery 
thoughts. This truth was recently emphasized, in these 
columns, by the counsel given to a Christian who found 
himself tempted to doubt whether he was as truly a 
believer as he thought himself. He was told to push 
ahead in the line of his more positive beliefs and of his 
known duties, instead of waiting to examine his state of 
mind in the hope of overcoming all latent doubts to be 
discovered there. Hereupon a New York correspondent 
brings an illustration of this method of treatment, thus: 

Tn your “ Notes on Open Letters ” for February 21, you print 
the letter of a faithfully working Christian who, in spite of his 

” true work, sometimes doubts God’s word, and fails to find joy 
in God's servioe; ; and you tell him to gush ahead with his work, 
and simply tell Satan, with vigor, to get back out of the way. 
This is, of course, the right answer; and your Christian readers 
wil! trustfully pray that it will lead the inquiring brother into 
a bright path. I have nothing to add on the subject, but it oc- 
curred to me to tell yon of the forcible way in which a good 
Methodist class-leader,. of fifty years’ experience, meets the 
same, and similar, difficulties, when presented by his younger 
fellows, Perhaps it may not be entertaining in cold print, but, 
spoken in the quaint and quick manner of the youthfal old man 
whom I am quoting, it is exceedingly well calculated to inspire 
a tired or lazy young person with renewed courage. His for- 
mula is simply a rephrasing of the Scripture quoted by you, 
and it is this: “ Yes, young friend, I’ve had the same experi- 
ence myself. Satan frequently tries to discouragé me, and his 
strongest point is the insinuation that I am no Christian, and 
therefore might as well give up the title; but my ready answer, 
and one that always well serves me, is, ‘ Very well, so be it; if 
T am not a Christian now, I will at once turn over a new leaf 
and become one.’” 


Questions from correspondents concerning one point 
or another in a lesson just passed over multiply to such 
an extent, week by week, that, it is quite impossible to 
find space for answers to one in ten of them. But now 
and then so many questions are asked on one and the 
same point that it seems worth while to take space for 
their answer. This is true of the instance noted by a 
Canadian reader, who says: 

Tn his article upon the Sunday-school lesson for March 1, 


daidc, Recs bs a ed Seen eee 
Wishing to recall them to. my mind, I’eould name but nine; 
namely, the children brought back to life by Elijah and Elisha, 
and the man thrown into Elisha’s grave, in the Old Testament; 
and in the New, our Saviour, Jairus’s daughter, the son of the 
widow of Nain, Lazarus, Doreas, and Eutychus. I have asked 
friends, and consulted all available helps, but can find no more. 
If you could help me in my difficulty, you would confer a 
great favor, ; 
A writer from Texas has the following request for 
light on the same subject, and various other writers have 
made similar inquiries: > 

In Dr. Schauffler’s Teaching Hints on Lesson 9, for March 1, 
he says there are ten resurrectiqng recorded in the Bible. I 
can only find nine, and that, too, including the resurrection of 
our Lord. Surely he.does not intend to include those saints 
that arose after our Lord's resurrection, because he says that, 
with the exception of our Lord, they all died again. I find 
nothing to warrant the belief that those saints returned to their 
graves, but I think that the inference is pretty clear that they 
arose in glorified bodies to die no more. If phese are to be 
counted as resurrections, why not include Enoch and Elijah? 
Please ask Dr. Schauffler to give us an explanation of this mat- 
ter in your Notes on Open Letters, Such.a thing as this puzzles 
us away out here in the wilds of Texas. We do not like tocon- 
tradict the Doctor, and yet cannot find anything to sustain his 
statement. 


It is probable that Dr. Schanffler had in mind as the 
tenth “ resurrection,” the rising from the dead of saints 
who had slept, at the time of the crucifixion of our Lord, as 
recorded in Matthew 27 : 52,53. . Yet, strictly speaking, 
there has been but one “ resurrection,” —that of our Lord 
himself. The Bible makes a plain dist nction between 
the risings from the dead of those who were revived with 
their old bodies only to die again, andthe resurrection 
of Him whose changed body never saw, death again. 
Christ is called the “ firstfruits of them that are asleep.” 
The next in order of resurrection are to be “ they that 
are Christ’s at his coming.” Including the “saints” 
above referred to, there are nine instances of rising from 
the dead recorded in the Bible, and one resurrection; 
but Dr. Schauffler called them all resurrections, and so 
made ten of them. As to the question whether those 
saints who arose from the dead slept again, there is, it is 
true, no decisive evidence; but the fact that it was their 
“bodies ”’ which arose, and that they “entered into the 
holy city and appeared unto many,” would seem to indi- 
cate that they had been raised from the dead in the state 
in which they fell asleep, and that therefore they died 
again, Tt is not distinctly said that Lazarus or the son 
of the widow of Nain died again, but the presumption 
is that both of them did so die. 








LIFE. 
BY RICHARD E. BURTON, PH.D. 


Life is made sweet that we may cling manto it 
From day to day ; ‘ 

And bitter, so that we the less may rve it, 
When we are called away : 

Yea, bitter-sweet, a rose with many a thorn, 

To make us dream of roses brier-shorn. 


Hartford, Conn, 





SILVER AND GOLD. 
BY SELAH MERRILL, D.D., LL.D. 


In speaking of these precious metals, probably not one 
person in a thousand would give them in this order; for 
it is the universal custom to say “gold and silver.” I 
have placed silver first in orderto bring out a certain 
fact in the Bible which might not ordinafily arrest the 
attention. 

When reading Assyrian or Hebrew, I have taken pains 
to note a large number of instances where these words 
were used together; and the result is curions, and, in my 
judgment, quite significant. In Assyrian, in one hun- 
dred and eleven cases, thirty-eight have the order “ gold 
and silver,” and seventy-three have it “silver and gold.” 
In Hebrew, in one hundred cases (not by any means all 
that exist), eighteen have the order “gold and silver,” 
and eighty-two have it “silver and gold.” In English, 
we mention first that which we consider to be most 
precious, If in Hebrew and Assytian—languages that 
were related to each other as twin sisters are related— 
the same law prevailed, we should conclude that a higher 
value was placed upon silver in Bible times than is done 
in our day. Perhaps this cannot be proved; but there 
are numberless instances which seem to indicate that 
silver was, at certain times, the most precious metal 
possessed by certain people. 





Dr. Schauffler says thcze are ten resurrections recorded in the 


interesti iNustrations of our salgeicl Kings 5: 5,28), 
—Ben-h , the king of Syria, sent to Jehoram, king 
of Israel, “ ten talents of silver and six thousand shekels 
of gold.” In the other case “two talents of silver” are 
mentioned, Two men were required to carry these two 
‘silver talents; and if we reckun them at about. one 
hundred pounds? weight each, they would make back- 
loads sufficiently heavy if the men had to travel any 
distance. In the first instance, six thousand shekels of 
gold would be about three thousand ounces; and this, 
with a thousand pounds’ weight of silver, was to pay for 
the healing of a Syrian officer,—certainly a pretty heavy 
doctor’s bill. 

In the reports of their conquests the Assyrian kings 
were accustomed to mention the amounts and kinds of - 
tribute which they received, and I will give, in abbre- 
viated form, a féw of these for the sake of illustration 
both of the order of the words and of the relative amounts 
of each métal. Sennacherib, B. C. 705-681, in his expe- 
dition into Palestine took from King Hezekiah “ thirty 
talents of gold, eight hundred talents of silver, besides 
woven cloth scarlet and embroidered, precious stones of 
large size, couches of ivory, movable thrones of ivory, 
valuable skins, two kinds of choice woods, ‘a great 
treasure of every kind,’ also his daughters, the male 
and female inmates of his palace, and his male and 
female slaves.” 

There are instances where no gold is mentioned, of 
which I give one example.  Shafmaneser II. (B. C. 860- 
825) took from Khayanu, king of some tribe living near 
Mount Amanus (the amounts are lost), ““‘—— talents of 
silver, —— talents of copper, —— talents of iron.” 

There are instances where no silver is mentioned, 
although these are rare, as in the annals of Esarhaddon 
(B. C, 681-668) we read “ ten manehs of gold, one thou- 
sand choice étones, fifty camels, and one thousand —— 
of great price,” 

In the records of Assurnazirpal (B. C. 885-860), we 
find an instance where ouly copper was received. The 
country is called Siparmina, and was perhaps rugged 
and poor except in copper-mines. This king imposed a 
tribute upon Lubarna, king of the Khatti, of “twenty 
talents of silver, one of gold, one hundred of tin, one 
hundred of ——, one thousand oxen, ten thousand sheep, 
one thousand vectindiiae of wool mie linen, and several 
kinds of woods, together with thrones and other articles.” 
Assurnazirpal frequently speaks of receiving, as tribute, 
“silver, gold, and tin; ” again, “silver, gold, tin, and 
copper; ” again, “silver, gold, lead, bronze, and iron.” 
In one of his accounts describing a campaign to Damas- 
cus and that region, he mentions “ twenty-three hundred 
talents of silver, twenty of gold, three thousand of cop- 
per, and five thousand of iron.” All the items relating 
to this king are of special interest at this time, because 
they belong to the period when Elijah .and Elisha 
flourished. 

The Hebrew Bible has but one word to express “ sil- 
ver” (kesef), and this is used between three hundred and 
four hundred times. The Chaldee variations are not 
reckoned as different words. The root of this word signi- 
fies “to be white;” hence a whitish or whitish-grey metal 
is indicated. The Assyrian, Hebrew, and Aramaic,— 
that is, the northern group of Semitic languages,—are 
in harmony in this matter in opposition to the southern 
Semitic languages, which use other words. In Accadian 
(a language closely connected with early Assyrian), this 
metal is indicated by the sign “ BARBAR,” which is 
rendered in Assyrian by daepu, and this is identical with 
the Hebrew word. The general interest attaching to this 
fact is that the Accadian sign is often followed by a word 
or words meaning he bright,” or “white,” and hence 
“ pure,” and sometimes by a word which means “shining” 
(nam-ri). There were in Nineveh persons whose busi- 
ness it was to weigh silver,—an occupation that would 
require perfect balances, also considerable skill, and a 
good deal of conscience, if the work were to be done 
properly, 

To express “ gold,” the Hebrew Bible has eight words ; 
but we can deduct two, which are really variatious in 
form, so that the number is six. One of these is used 
three times only, and all of them are in the Book of Job. 
Two others are generally used for “ fine gold” or “ pure 
gold.” Five of these words occur but a limited number 
of times, reckoning every case, while the remaining or 
sixth word, zahab, is the one almost invariably used, and 

it occurs about four hundred times in the Old Testament. 
In Assyrian, before certain metals, we find the deter- 
minative sign “KU.” This, we learn from the word- 
list, must be rendered i/-Ju, and means, when applied to 
a person, “illustrious,” and when applied to metals, 





In the lessons for March 8 and 15, we have had two 


“precious.” The word in Accadian for gold is “ GUS- 































































































pure,” jae fine,” 


express: 
“Fpplied to gd the thine ad Vbs Eabrew. It would be 
easy to illustrate at great length the harmony between 


Assyrian and Hebrew thought and expression in their 
treatment of the precious metals. My sole object at 
present; however, is to show that peculiarities respecting 
silver and gold in the Old Testament are confirmed by 
an examination of thé Assyrian records where the same 
peculiarities exist. 

There is no reason to doubt the statements found in 


the Bible respecting the abundance of gold in Judea 


during the reign of Solomon, It was also abundant in 
Moses’ time; and however far back we go, we cannot, 
from any existing records, point to a time when it did 
not exist, and when its various uses were not perfectly 
well known. Still, there must have been a time when 
this metal was discovered and a special value came to 
be placed upon it. Butso far as the testimony of ancient 
documents is concerned, when man in any branch of the 
Semitic family first appears in history, he not only has 
plenty of gold, he has already learned to love it. The 
same remarks are applicable to silver. 

Some of the earlier books of the Old Testament fur- 
nish interesting hints as to the relative uses of gold and 
silver, and likewise of their relations to the business of 
that remote period. 1. The first mention of gold in the 
Bible is in the second chapter of Genesis, where the 
location of the Garden of Eden is being defined, and 
Havilah is introduced, which was celebrated for the 
superior quality of its gold. 2. In this book gold is 
mentioned nine times, and silver forty-one times. 3. 
Whenever the two are spoken of together, silver invari- 
ably stands first. 4. Where a person’s wealth is de- 
scribed, gold is used, as when Abraham returned from 
Egypt, it is said that he was rich in cattle, silver, and 
gold. Again, when his servant went to the far East to 
obtain a wife for Isaac, he describes his master’s wealth 


» in the same way. Another example is where the riches 


of Joseph’s house in Egypt are mentioned (Gen. 138: 2, 
24:35; 44: 8). 5. Costly articles that were used as 
presents were of gold. Thus Abraham’s servant pyp- 
sented Rebekah with earrings, or some kind of ornament 
for the head, of half a shekel’s weight of gold, and a 
pair of bracelets of ten shekels’ weight of gold. Later, 
jewels of both gold and silver were bestowed upon her. 
Again, when Joseph was advanced to a high position in 
the Government of Egypt, Pharaoh placed upon his 
neck a chain of gold (Gen. 24: 22, 58; 41:42). This is 
all the testimony of the Book of Genesis respecting the 
use of gold. 

As to silver, it is used in this book in the case of 
Abraham’s wealth (Gen. 18: 2; 24: 35), of the presents 
made to Rebekah (Gen. 24: 53), of the inheritance of 
Laban’s daughters (Gen. 31: 15), and in that of the sil- 
ver cup of Joseph, which was found in the bag of Benja- 
min (Gen. 44:5). All the remaining thirty-six cases 
refer to business matters. Silver is the medium in the 
purchase of slaves or bondmen (Gen. 17 : 12, 18, 28, 27). 
Silver is paid when Joseph ia sold to the Midianites 
(Gen. 87: 28). The sons of Jacob, when they went down 
into Egypt to buy corn, took only silver, Each son had 
a separate package of money, showing, perhaps, that with 
each there was quite acompany of servants. Their money 
was returned to them, but on their second journey for 
the same purpose they took it back, thinking that there 
had been an oversight in restoring it; and they also took 
other silver money for their new purchases (Gen. 42-44). 
In the account of Abraham’s purchase of Machpelah, 
the price is stated in silver, and the amount was care- 
fully weighed out by Abraham. It is specified that it 
was money that was “current with the merchant,” or, 
perhaps simply “current money” (Gen, 23). In Egypt, 
likewise, silver money seems to have been that in com- 
mon use; for during the famine Joseph first took the 
people’s silver money for corn, afterwards their cattle, 
and lastly their land (Gen. 47). A few amounts are 
specified, which are here reproduced. Joseph was sold 
for twenty pieces of silver ; Joseph’s present to Benjamin 
was three hundred pieces of silver; Abimelech’s present 
to Abraham was one thousand pieces of silver; and the 
sum which Abraham paid for Machpelah was four hun- 
dred pieces of silver. Thus, according to the Book of 
Genesis, silver was the medium with which all business 
was transacted. 

In the Book of Leviticus we find but one reference to 
gold, and twelve to silver. The latter are wholly con- 
nected with business transactions, Bondmen, cattle, 
land, all are estimated according to their money value fm 
silver. Even the “ram without blemish” that was to 
be offered in case one had committed a sin of ignorance, 





}| had its price reckoned in the same way. Moreover, it 
was silver money that was loan:d upon interest. This 
matter of usury appeared in the earliest times, but evi- 
dently it was not regarded in a favorable light. ‘ In some 
cases it was forbidden, and rules became necessary to 
prevent its being taken advantage of for unjust ends. 
The word rendered “ usury ” (neshek) is derived from one, 
in fact, it is only another, form of the same word (nashat), 
meaning to “ bite,” and thus to do injury. In fact, it is 
rendered by “ bite” in twelve out of the fifteen instances 
where it occurs, and it affords a striking example of the 
expressiveness of certain Hebrew words. It is a little 
word with a volume of meaning. 

Turning back to the Book of Exodus, we find silver 
used forty times, and gold one hundred and four times. 
We might think that a comparison of these many in- 
stances would be likely to place the use of these metals 
in a different light from that shown us in Leviticus and 
Genesis. Its in this book that the details of the con- 
struction of the tabernacle are given, about which a vast 
amount of gold was used for overlaying, for crowns, 
rings, mercy-seat, cherubims, candlestick, ‘snuff dishes, 
hooks, ephod, chains, ornamental work, bells, plates, 
tablets, altar, jewels, and still other purposes. Very 
much silver was also used for ornamentation in various 
ways; but forthe transaction of business, as the money 
loaned at interest, the purchase of slaves, the estimation 
of damages to person or property, silver, as in the other 
two books, was the only medium. 

I cannot follow out this subject farther at present, and 
will close by adding that probably the silver was pre- 
pared in round, cake-shaped pieces of different sizes, 
each having its value stamped-upon it. In any business 
transaction, as in the purchase of Machpelah, the pieces 
would be weighed, to see if the amount indicated was 
exact, Where money i8 handled much, this is always 
necessary. It was not till the time of the Maccabees 
that the Jews began to coin money as is done to-day. 

Andover, Mass. 





THE PEERLESS CLIMAX. 
BY MARY K. <A, STONE. 


Oh royal children! take your heritage 
Of love with all its high awards: 

“ All things are yours,—Paul, Cephas, life or death,— 
And ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.” 


A golden ladder, all whose upward rounds 
In sequence new are firmly trod 

By Faith’s exultant footsteps, as she mounts 
Up to the loving Father, God. 


» Ah! then, what matters that our lot be crooked ? 

What that we sometimes walk rough shod ? 

We know the end,—it will not cheat our faith,— 
Life’s mystery is wrapped in God. 

And all its happenings, or sad or bright, 
Until we lie beneath the clods, 

Are swallowed up in this one climax grand : 
“ For ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s,” 


Reading, Mass. 





ZENANA MISSION PROSPECTS IN INDIA. 
BY THE REV. JAMES JOHNSTON, 


Indications are.not wanting that the noble exertions 
of European and American ladies to redeem the women 
of India are* provoking the hostility of Hindoo and 
Mohammedan gentlemen. This opposition is a distinct 
sign of the influence whieh the Christian leaven is exer- 
cising. The husbands are agreeable to the education of 
their wives or female relatives, though they resent their 
probable conversion to the gospel, and have already 
marked their disapprobation by closing some of the 
zenanas against the visits of lady missionaries. Even 
in view of this the messengers of Christ do not intend to 
alter their purpose, which is both to make the Bible a 
text-book and likewise to persuade the native hearers to 
accept the doctrines which it contains. By purely evan- 
gelistic zenana work, says Miss Mary Warrack of the 
Free Church Mission in Bengal, greater masses of Indian 
women of all ages and classes can be reached than 
through any, other agency; nevertheless, the threat of 
obstacles and closed doors nrust incite the large company 
of toilers engaged in this holy crusade to renewed, ardent 
consecration. 

. The condition of female life in India is only inade- 
quately realized, Their spiritual darkness is appalling. 
The low state of individual comfort and depth of misery 
are everywhere visible. These disclosures justify the 





saying that India’s weaker sex are born undesired, live 
uneared for, and die unlamented. It is not surprising 


- 
: 


that the message of free salvation astonishes and touches 
their darkened souls. Very recently Miss Clymer, after 
a missionary tour in Hindostan with the object of in- 
quiring into the status of women and girls, gave ‘her tex- 
timony that over a vast area of that enormous country 
their degradation generally was pitiful. Upon the 
Government, which had abolished infanticide and the 
burning of widows, it was especially incumbent to do 
something to lighten the burden of the extraordinary 
number of child-widows, supposed to reckon 21,000,000, 
according ‘to the last census, and of which 79,000 are 
little child-widows under nine years of age. Happily 
the religious school system in India is being firmlyestab- 
lished, To its institutions came freely young girls and 
Hindoo women, particularly of the humbler classes. The 
fruit of this form of evangelization is manifesting itself 
by the girls thus trained frequently becoming the most 
efficient helpers of the missionaries. Miss Christina 
Scott Patterson, of Bombay, tells a beautiful story of one 
of her Christian pupils, a married girl of sixteen years, 


their husbands, The former dislike her learning, put 
difficulties in her way, and also compel her to do the 
drudgery. In reference to these trials and her deter- 
mination not to speak back to the older women, 
Mathura-bai once said to Miss Patterson: “If you had 
never told me about Jesus’ living, all these thirty years 
in Nazareth, and just doing common work, I never could 
bear it; but I try to think of him.” Unconsciously this 
“little one” is sowing the seed of eternal life. 

A brightening record of labor is presented by lady 
medical missionaries. It is the marvel of every traveler 
through India. To carry, in some measure, to the 124- 
000,000 of Hindoo women the blessings of medical aid, 
is royal service, These gentle visitors to the lonely 
zenanas, in which their own sex pass the bigger portion 
of their lives, are 

*‘ Leaving steps like angel traces,” 

and eloquently reflecting the image of Him who went 
everywhere, “healing all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease among the people.” The earnestness 
of delicate and cultured ladies employing time, strength, 
and resources, and also facing disagreeable sights and 
surroundings, to give relief to the suffering, must strike 
deep roots of affection in the breasts of thousands 
hitherto the victims of unqualified native practitioners, 
or enduring in helplessness unknown pain. These ser- 
vants of humanity, asking neither fee nor reward in 
return, have conveyed to the poorest, healing, by which 
the supremacy of the gospel of love has been demon- 
strated to the hearts of India’s mothers and daughters, 
In this and kindred operations, the Church of England 
Zenana Missionary Society has 170 English missionaries, 
and their agents, togéther with 570 native teachers and 
Bible women; while the next most powerful British 
society, the Zenana Bible and Medical Mission, has an 
extensive staff, followed, at a short distance, by similar 
organizations. The American forces are equally strong, 
if not surpassing these just named. 

In some respects, the famous work practically inaugu- 
rated by Lady Dufferin, at the suggestion of Queen Vic- 
toria, is more wonderful. The design of what is known 
as The Countess of Dufferin’s Fund is the supply of 
female medical aid to the women of India, by plauting 
women doctors in every part of the empire. Great 
achievements attest its worth. It has thirty-one fully 
qualified ladies and assistant surgeons stationed in 
various Indian centers, seventy-two missionary ladies 
practicing, and upwards of two hundred female students 
at the several schools of medicine in India, exclusive of 
those studying in Great Britain. The fund amounts to 
£82,000, with a considerable annual income from sub- 
scriptions. With the handsome buildings in Madras, 
Bombay, Agra, Calcutta, Rajputana, and Lahore, thirty 
hospitals and twenty dispensaries are affiliated, which 
relieved in 1889 no less than two hundred thousand 
Indian women. From rajahs, princes, and the higher 
class natives, liberal contributions are received toward 
their support. Lady physicians, possessing the skill of 
Mrs. Lonergan and Mrs. Scharlieb, bracketed with the 
first group of women to qualify in India thirteen years 
since, have won prestige for the institutions beyend the 
confines of the Indian Empire. 

Gracious!y are the women of Christianized Jands turn- 
ing to their sisters in the East, that the day of ameliora- 
tion may be hastened. And atill the millions-of India 
thirst for God, for the living God; yet, “How shall 
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how 
shall they preach except they are sent?” 





Bolton, Lancashire, England, 


who occupies a house with two uneducated women and” 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[First Quarter, 1891.] 








1, January 4.—The Kingdom Divided 1 Kings 12: 1-17 
_ 2, January 11,—Idolatry in Israel soe Kings 12 : 26-83 
' 3. January 18.—God’s Care of Elijah. 1 Kings 17 : 1-16 





_ & January 25,—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal.............1 Kings 18 : 25-39 

















6, February 1.—Elijah at Horeb. 1 Kings 19 : 1-18 

6. February 8.—Ahab’s Covetousness................00.css0s-eeeeses 1 Kings 21: 1-16 | 
7. February 14.~Elijah Taken to Heaven...,.....:-csserseene 2 Kings 2: 1-11 
_ 8 February 22.—Elijah’s 8 2 Kings 2: 12-22 
‘9. March 1.—The Shunammite’s Son. 2 Kings 4 : 25-87 
. 10, March 8.—Naaman Healed 2 Kings 6 {1-14 
11, March 15.—Gebazi Punished 2 Kings 6 : 15-27 
12. March 22.—Elisha’s Defenders 2 Kings 6 : 8-18 





18. March 20.—Review; or, Easter Lesson, Mark 16: 1-18; 
or, Temperance Lesson, Isa. 5 : 11-23; or, Missionary 
Lesson, Isa. 11: 1-10, 


LESSON XIII., SUNDAY,-MARCH 29, 1891. 
FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW. 
HOME READINGS. 





x Lesson I. 1 Kings 12: 1-17. 
Monday, March 23: { Lesson 1 1 Kings ge 1 25-88. 
, Lesson 4 17°: 1-16. 
Tuesday, March 24: Ladies Iv. 1 Kings 18: 1 36-99. 
, . {Lesson V. 1 Kings 19: 1-1 
Wednesday, March 25 : Lesson VI. 1 Kings 21 ; 1-16. 
Lesson VII. 2 Kings 2: 1-11: 


Thursday, March 26: Lesson VIII, 2 Kings 2 : 12-22. 


» $ Lesson IX. 2 Kings 4 : 25-37. 
Friday, March 27: ” Lesson z=. 2 Kings Be 1- te 

; , Lesson XI, 2 Kin 15-27. 
Saturday, March 28: } Seon XI; 2 Kings 6 : 8-18. 
Sunday, March 29: Psalm 84 : 1-22, 





TITLES AND GOLDEN TEXTS. 


Gotpen Txt ror THE QuaRtER: Godliness is profitable 
unto all things.—1 Tim. 4: 8. 


I. THE KINGDOM DIVIDED. 
Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a 
fall.— Prov. 16 ; 18. 
II, IDOLATRY IN ISRAEL. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.—Ezod, 


20: 4. 
TIT. “GOD'S CARE OF ELIJAH, 


They that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.— 
Psa, 34 : 10. 
IV. ELIJAH AND THE’ PROPHETS OF BAAL. 
How long halt ye between two opinions? ifthe Lord be God, 
follow him,—1 Kings 18 : 21. 
Vv. ELIJAH AT HOREB. 
Fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee.—Gen. 


‘26: 24. 
VI, AHAB’S COVETOUSNESS. 


* Take heed, and beware of covetousness.—Luke 12; 15, 
VIL ELIJAH TAKEN TO HEAVEN. 
And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took 
him.— Gen. 5 : 24. 

VIII, ELIJAH’S SUCCESSOR. 

Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts.—Zech. 4 : 6, 

IX. THE SHUNAMMITD’S SON, 

The Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them.— 


John 5: 21. 
X. NAAMAN HEALED. 


Who forgiveth al) thine iniquities ; who healeth all thy dis- 
eases.— Psa. 102 : 3. 
XI. GEHAZI PUNISHED. 
Be sure your sin will find you out.—Nwm, 32 : 23. 
XII. ELISHA’S DEFENDERS, 
Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that 
be with them.—2-Kings 6 : 16. 





TOPICS AND OUTLINES. ° 
Torre OF THE QUARTER: Sinning and Serving. 


1. Topic: The Sin of Pride. 
1. The Nation’s Demand. 
OUTLINE : {2 Tie A ot Reply. 
8. The Kingdom Divided. 
2. Topic: The Sin of Id latry. 
1. Jeroboam’s Fears, 
OUTLINE: {2 Jeroboam’s Idols. 
8. Jeroboam’s Sacrilege. 
8. Toprc: God’s Servants Fed. . 
1. Divine Revelations. 
OUTLINE: {2 Trustful Obedience. 
3. Gracious Supply. 
4. Toptc: God’s Servant Vindicated. 


1. Baal’s Prophets Defeated. 
OUTLINE: < 2. Elijah’s Test Prepared, 
/ 8. Elijah’s Test Triumphant, 


5. Topic: God’s Servant Cheered. 
1. God’s Servant Distressed. 
OUTLINE : {2 God’s Servant Comtoried. 
3. God’s Servant Taught. 
6. Topic: The Sin of Covetousnéss. 
1. Ahab’s Disappointment. 


1. Torte: God’s Servant Glorified. ae ot 
Honored of Men. 

OUTLINE : fz Helped of God. 

3. Taken to Glory. 


8. Toric: God’s Servant Empowered. 


1, The Successor of Elijah. 
OUTLINE: { 2. The Chief of the Prophets. 
8. The Benefactor of Men. 


9. Topic: God’s Servant Rhising the Dead. 


1. The Bereaved Mother. 
OUTLINE : {3 The Powerless Servant. 
Thé Effective Prophet. 


10, ToPIc: God’s Servant Healing the Sick. 


Afiticted with rosy. 
OUTLINE: {3:8 2: Beekiag a Saree 
Gaining: a Care. 
11. Toric: Secret Sins Exposed. 
1. Favori rtuni 
OUTLINE : {2 Secret § Sins. ~ ” 
3. Feafful ‘Pehishmetit. 


12. Topic: God’s Servant Defended, 


1. Human Wisdom Baffled. 
OUTLINE : {3 Worldly Power Exerted. 
8. Divine Defense Illustrated. 





REVIEW BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Lesson 1.—Superintendent : And when all Israel saw that 
the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered the 
king, saying, What portion have we.in David? neither have 
we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: 
now see to thine own house, David. So Israel departed unto 
their tents (1 Kings 12 : 16). 
Scholars: Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall (Prov. 16 : 18). 
Teachers: God resisteth the proud; but ‘giveth grace to the 
humble (Jas. 4 : 6). 
Ali: Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God (1 Pet. 5 : 6). 
Lesson 2.—Superintendent: Whereupon the king took 
counsel, and made two calves of gold; and he said unto them, 
It is too much for.you to go up to Jerusalem ; behold thy gods, 
O Israel, which brought thee up ont of the land of Egypt. And 
he set the one in Beth-elyand the other put he in Dan. And 
this thing became a sin: for the people, went to worship before 
the one, even unto Dan (1 Kings 12: 28-30). 
Scholars: Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image 
(Exod, 20 : 4). 
Teachers : Little children, guard yourselves from idols (1 John 
5: 21). 
All: The Lord, he is God; the Lord; he is God i Kings 
18: 39). 
Lesson 3.—Superintendent: And she went and did accord- 
ing to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, 
did eat many days. The barrel of meal wasted not, neither did 
the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which 
he spake by Elijah (1 Kings 17 : 15, 16). , 
Scholars: They that seek the Lord shall not want any good 
thing (Psa. 34: 10). 
Teachers: Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all these things (Matt. 6 : 32). 
All; Give us this day our daily bread (Matt, 6: 11). 
Lesson 4.—Superintendent : Then the fire of the Lord fell, 
and consumed the burnt offering, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 
And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and 
they said, The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God (1 Kings 
18 : 38, 39). 
Scholars: How long halt ye between two opinions? if the 
Lord be God, follow him (1 Kings 18 : 21). 

Teachers: Choose you this day whom ye will serve (Josh. 
24 : 15). 

Ali: The Lord our God will we serve (Josh, 24: 24). 

Lesson 5.—Superintendent: And Ahab told Jezebe! all 
that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the 
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto 


I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow 
about this time. And when he saw that, he arose, and weat 
for his life (1 Kings 19 : 1-3). 
Scholars: Fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee 
(Gen, 26 : 24). 
Teachers: If God is for us, who is against us? (Rom. 8: 31). 
All :. If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence 
(Exod. 33 : 15). 


Lesson 6.—Superintendent: And Ahab came into his house 


Jesreelite had spoken to him: for hethad said, I will not give 
thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down 


bread (1 Kings 21 : 4). 
12 : 15). 

Teachers: Be... 
13 : 5). 


Lesson 7.—Superintendent : 


Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven (2 Kings 2: 11). 


Elijah, saying, So. let the gods do to me, and more also, if 


heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth the 


upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no 
Scholars: Take heed, and beware of ¢ovetousness (Luke 
content with such things as ye have (Heb. 


All: Godliness with contentment is great giin (1 Tim. 6 : 6). 


And it came to pass, as they 
still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire, which parted them both asunder; and 


Scholars: And Enoch walked with God; and he was not; 








Teachers: Before Siteidinitien he hath had witness borne 
to him, that h» had been well-pleasing uoto God (Heb. 11 : 5). 
All: And witout faith it is impossible: to be well-pleasing 
unto him (Heb, 11:6). — 

Lesson 8.—Superintendent: He took up also the mantle of 
Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank 
of Jordan. And he took the mantle of Elijah that, fell from 
him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the Lord, the 
God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they 
were divided hither and thither : and Elisha went over (2 Kings 
2: 18, 14). 

Scholars: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, | 
saith the Lord of hosts (Zech. 4 : 6). : 

Teachers: Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his 
might (Eph: 6 : 10). 

All: I can do all things in him that strengtheneth me 
(Phil, 4: 18), 

Lesson 9.—Superintendent; Then he returned, and walked 
in the house once to and fro; and went up, and stretched him- 
self upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child 
opened his eyes. And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this 
Shunammite, So he called her. And when she was come in 
unto him, he said, Take up thy son (2 Kings 4: 35, 36), 
Scholars; The Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 
theta (John 5 : 21), 

Teachers: All that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth (John 5 : 28, 29). 

All: Bome to everlasting life, and some to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt (Dani. 12 : 2). 

Lesson 10.—Superintendeni ; My father, if the prophet had 
bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? 
how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be 
clean? Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times 
in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of Go: and his 
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was 
clean (2 Kings 5 : 13, 14). 

Scholars: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth 
all thy diseases (Psa, 103 : 3). 

Teachers: Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool (Isa. 1 : 18). 

Ali: Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow (Psa. 51:7). 


Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went 
no whither. And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with 
ae, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? 
*. The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thea 
and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence 
a leper as white as snow (2 Kings 5 : 25-27). 

Scholars » Be suré your sin Will fihd You out (Num. 39723), 
Teachers: There is nothing covered tp, that shall not be 
revealed: and hid, that shall not be known’ (Luke 12 : 2). 

All: Clear thou me from hidden faults (Psa, 19 : 12). 
Lesson 12.—Superintendent: And Elisha prayed, and said, 
Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that’ he may see. And the 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, 
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about Elisha (2 Kings 6 : 17). 

Scholars: Fear not; for they that be with us are more than 
they that be with them (2 Kings 6 : 16). 

Teachers: The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them (Psa. 34 : 7). 

Ali: O keep my soul, and deliver me (Psa. 25 : 20). 





RECAPITULATION. 


“ Sinning and Serving” is the general topic under which 
the lessons of this quarter have been classified, thus : 
SINNING AND SERVING. 
I, Surxia. ‘ 
1. The Sin of Pride. 
2. The Sin of Idolairy. 


6. The Sin of Covetousness, 
11. Secret Sins Exposed, 
II, Serve. 

8. God’s Servants Fed. 

'4. God’s Servant Vindicated. 

5. God’s Servant Cheered. 

7. God’s Servant Glorified. 

8. God’s Servant Empowered. 

9. God’s Servant Raising the Dead. 
10. God’s Servant Healing the Sick. 
12. God’s Servants Defended. 


I. SINNING. , 


Lesson 1.—“ The Sin of Pride,” as illustrated in Rehoboam, 
leads this sad list, presenting (1) The Nation’s Demand for 
relief from their long-continued and heavy oppressions; (2) 
The Aggrayating Reply of the young king under advice of 
his youthful counselors; and (3) The Kingdom Divided, ‘as 
the inevitable outcome of the king’s silly harshness and pride. 

Lesson 2.—“ The Sin of Idolatry” quickly follows in the 
newly formed kingdom, being begotten in (1) Jeroboam’s 
Fears; leading to the preparation and locating of (2) Jero- 
boam's Idols, and this, to round out the service of these idols, 
leading direetly to (3) Jeroboam’s Sacrilege, in the appoint- 
ment of priests, the erection of altars, the offering of sacri- 
fices, etc. 








OUTLINE; {2 3 Jezebel’s Cruelty. 
3. Naboth’s Murder. 


for God took him (Gen. 5 : 24). 


“Lemon 6,—"The Bin of: Covetousnes” is grievously illus- 


Lesson 11,—Superintendent: And Elisha said unto him, * 
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Cruelty” ‘foliows,, preter a depth of 
anand sd but unrivaled in history; (3) Naboth’s 
Murder is a natural sequel to Jezebel’s imperious baseness. 
‘o Lesson 11.—Here we see “Secret Sins Exposed.” (1) 
-Favoring Opportunity to enrich himself fell to Gehazi. His 
soul was filled with visions of wealth just within his reach, 
“to gain which he pursued (2) Secret Sins. He seemed to suc- 
‘ceed, but in the climax of his success came detection and (3) 
“Fearful Punishment, fitly illustrating the results of all secret 
sinning. 
y Il, SERVING, 

Lesson 8.—Turning from the evil side of this history, we 
may now see the better, and first we have “ God’s Servants 
Fed.” (1) Divine Revelations lead the way and make known 
God’s will to his servants; (2) Trustful Obedience, such as 
befits God’s servants, follows; and (3) Gracious Supply for 
Elijah, and for those who befriended him, crowns the story. 

Lesson 4.—Idolatry seemed triumphant, and God’s chief 
servant, Elijah, was under the ban. But we now see “God’s 
Servant Vindicated.” The first stage of this vindication is 
(1) Baal’s Prophets Defeated. Then is (2) Elijah’s Test 
Prepared; aftet which he prays, God answers, fire falls, the 
sacrifice and its surroundings are consumed, and we behold 
'(3) Elijah’s Test Triumphant, ' 

Lesson 5.~—Depression follows the exaltation of Elijah, and 
he flees for his life; but he is not forgotten, and “God's Ser- 
vant Cheered” is the next topic. Three views are given: 
(1) God’s Servant Distressed ; (2) God's Servant Comforted ; 
and (3) God’s Servant Taught. 

Lesson 7.—We next see “ God’s Servant Glorified.” Pur- 
suing his journey to the scéne of his ascension, he is (1) Hon- 
ored of Men; (2) Helped of God; and (3) Taken to Glory 
by the chariot of fire, 

Lesson 8.—A successor to Elijah appears in Elisha, in 
whom we find “ God’s Servant Empowered.” By virtue of 
this endowment of power Elisha becomes (1) The Successor 
‘of Elijah ; (2) The Chief of the Prophets ; and (3) The Bene- 
‘factor of Men. 

Lesson 9.—Ilustrative of the power bestowed on Elijah, 
we see next “God’s Servant Raising the Dead.” (1) The 
Bereaved Mother seeks his aid when her son lies dead; (2) 
The Powerless Servant, though armed with the prophet’s 
staff, confesses his own failure; but (3) The Effective Prophet, 
by the Lord’s gracious help, accomplishes the desired restora- 
tion, and the dead boy lives again. 

Lesson 10.—Leprosy wes the most loathsome disease of 
that day. A conspicuous case of it comes under Elisha’s 

notice, and we see “‘God’s Servant Healing the Sick.” 
Naaman, comes (1) Afflicted with Leprosy, and (2) Seeking 
a Cure. He finally humbles himself, and okeys Elisha’s 
orders, thus (3) Gaining a Cure. 

Lesson 12.—Enemies arise against the conspicuously good, 

‘and it is a comfort to find “God’s Servant Defended.” Ex- 
pert warriors plan their campaigns against the Lord's people, 
but we see (1) Human Wisdom Baffled; they put forth all 
their military prowess; we behold (2) Worldly Power Ex- 
erted, but all in vain; for we see (3) Divine Defense Illus- 
trated, and the Lord’s people triumph. 

Either group of the lessons, the Sinning or the Serving, 
illustrates the truth of the golden text, “ Godliness is profit- 
able unto all things.” 





REVIEW LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D. 


It is very striking to notice how true great movements 
remain to the spirit of their origin. The characteristics of 
new or old England may be traced to the beginnings of both; 
and eo, no doubt, with ‘dtl- other communities or nations. 
The fragment of Israel which remained true to the line of 
David at the division of the kingdom, continued its conserva- 
tism from generation to genération so faithfully that the royal 
line thus deliberately adopted retained its seat till the down- 
fall of the kingdom. The throne of the northern kingdom, 
on the other hand, sprang from revolution, and revolution 
marked it till Samaria became Assyrian. Pascal says that 
imagination is the greatest of all powers, and, indeed, rules 
all things. In Judah, the sentiment of loyalty and the spell 
of a great name colored the story of each succeeding age. In 
the northern kingdom, the sword had opened the way to the 
crown, and it claimed to do so to the end. The same charac- 
teristic marks the religious history of each. The South 
remuivei true to the temple at Jeruealem, with its sacred 

« tradit ons and its continuous presentation of the ancient faith. 
And it was from the South that Judaism, now the universal 
creed of the Hebrew, and, in the past, the cradle of Chris- 
tianity, was developed. 

The North broke away from the past, and it kept drifting 
farther and farther from it with each century. The calves at 
Bethel and Dan, and the irregular priesthood, led the way to 
a shipwreck of the old national religion. The Baal worship 
of Ahab‘ found a soil ready for it, and the reproaches of 
Hosea and Amos show that the moral decay kept deepening 
to the last. There had been gross oppression under Solomon, 


and Rehoboam b had spoken harsh!y and sheditaly; bat it 
fared better, after all, with those who were true to both than 
with their brethren, who fancied they had found the millen- 
nium in exalting Jeroboam. Yet the North proposed to 
keep on the old lines, except in the choice of a king and the 
reform of abuses. Jehu did not destroy the “calves” at 
Bethel and Dan, though so furious against idolatry, recog- 
nizing in them only symbols of Jehovah. A sacred ox was 
one of the forms in which Baal was worshiped among the 
Pheenicians, so that it was easy for the ignorant masses to con- 
fuse the heathen god with their own. 

What scenes of heroism and tenacious fidelity to their con- 
victions rise at the thought, of the seven thousand who, in 
spite of Jezebel, had not bowed the knee to Baal! To have 
reduced the worshipers of Jehovah in the whole wide terri- 
tory of Israel to so small a number, speaks of hideous, relent- 
less persecution; no less so does the glimpse of the hundred 
prophets living in caves, on bread and water, rather than 
abjure their religion., It recalls such memories as the dragon- 





thrown a sordid element into the relations of the leper and 
his healer, an impression in favor of Jehovah might have 
resulted, in the Syrian‘court, of the highest benefit both to 
itself and to Israel. As it was, we find Ben-hadad presently 
harrying the northern kingdom by his raids, as if no effect 
had been produced by the miracle, and see him planning to 
kidnap Elisha at Dothan, apparently in the belief that to get 
him into his power would be to secure his magic arts in his 
own service. 


Talbothurst, Bournemouth, England. 





REVIEW LESSON THOUGHTS. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D 


The struggle of God’s patient love with apostasy is the 
general theme of this quarter’s lessons ; the first two of which 
present the picture of departure from God, and the remain- 
ing ten the Divine method of recovery through the two 
great prophets,—the one, the embodiment of stern force; the 





nades in the Cevennes, under Louis XIV., or the cruelties of 
Mackenzie and Claverhouse to the Covenanters of Scotland. 
Meanwhile, from the safe retreats of Gilead the strange, 
Arab-like apparition of Elijah stands before the very foun- 
tain-head of this fire-stream, King Ahab, and braves him to 
hisface. He appears, however, now, as always, only to vanish 
as soon as he has fulfilled the commission of the- moment, as if 
the enthusiasm which dared so much gave way before human 
weakness when it had accomplished its special aim. To be 
hidden safely and fed tenderly, not only within a short dis- 
tance of Samaria, in the case of the torrent Cherith, bat in 
the very home-land of Jezebel, at Sarepta, must have taught 
him, as it may teach us all, that the shadow of the Almighty 
is a safe retreat, even in the unlikeliest surroundings. Nor 
is the story of the widow’s meal and oil without comfort to 
us all, if wé could take it; for, surely, to walk humbly and 
lovingly with our God, is to be remembered by him in our 
evil day. The most touching lesson of trust in the heavenly 
Fagher I ever got, was from an elderly man, the keeper of the 
oldest mosk in Cairo,—I forget its name. He, told me he 
had many children, and that for salary he could only reckon 
on a gift of a hundred piasters, say five dollars, once a year, 
when the Khedive came on his annual visit to the mosk. 
“How do you keep your family onthat?” I asked. “TI trust 
in the All Merciful,” said the truly good man, looking rev- 
erently to the heavens. The Phenician widow must have 
been like him, at least after Elijah’s arrival in her house, 

The weakness of Ahab, in fretting so childishly, at the 
refusal of Naaman to sell him his ancestral vineyard, is 
striking in one who bore himself so nobly after receiving his 
death-wound. To make his chariot-driver hold him up in 
his chariot, all through the battle, lest his disappearance 
should unnerve his men, was a wonderful instance of strong- 
mindedness, So near do contrasts and contradictions lie in 
usall. Jezebel’s guilt in the matter was revolting, in its 
cold, crafty wickedness ; but Ahab’s acceptance of the ground 
thus gainedsank him to her level. To take advantage of the 
badness of others is to show that we only want the courage to 
be equally vile. 

The scene at Carmel, when Elijah stood alone before the 
mob of his priestly enemies, his self-possession, hjs mocking 
consciousness of superiority, his supreme trust in his God,— 
all the elements of the picture,—realize a sublimity of faith 
im the Unseen which may well be memorable for all ages. 
At Horeb—“the Dry”—we have the divine as compared 
with the human,—the still small voice embodying the 
heavenly mind and will, while these are awanting in the 
hurricane, the earthquake, the pealing thunder-storm and 
the accompanying lightning,—an aggregate in which the 
prophet might well see the counterpart of his stormy zeal 
against the priests of Baal, That even so great a saint was 
yet so human, is a comfort to those who, though they would 
fain serve God, do not feel themselves saints at all; and still 
more so is the thought that, though he was a man of like 
passions ac ourselves, the seal of high approval was, after all, 
so wonderfully set on his fidelity, in his departure from 
among men. 

Yet Elisha, his successor, seems as if he had seen the weak 
point in his great master’s nature,— perhaps in his quiet 
home in the ghor of the Jordan; if, indeed, he lived, as well 
as did his daily work, in & place so sultry, he had escaped 
the fierceness of the times, which had stirred up the soul of 
Elijah to such a Knox-like sternness. He was, at least, a 
striking contrast to him in his spirit; living quietly in 
Samaria, even during the life of Jezebel; working miracles 
of love and healing, with few exceptions; tender in his 
charity to the Syrian general, long the foe of his country, but 
turned to be the follower of its God; honored even by the 
king, in his later days, as the father of Israel; a man of peace 
and gentleness; much more like the still small voice than 
Elijah had at any time been. In the incident of Gehazi, 
indeed, his zeal for the honor of his God made him, for the 
moment, terrible in his anger; but who can tell the evil 
wrought by the unfortunate man’s sin? The whole lesson 





of the Syrian’s cure was neutralized, and its whole influence 
at Damascus possibly counteracted ; though, had Gehazi not 


other, of winning gentleness,—to each of whom five lessons are 
devoted, 

Lessons 1 and 2 give the.revolt from David's kingdom and 
the consequent revolt from the temple service. 

Solomon's oppression brings calamity on his successer, The 
father sins, the son suffers. Thatisa universal law of Provi- 
dence, and takes effect most surely where the son inherits 
the father’s evil and none of his wisdom. The tone of all 
concerned in the events that led up to the revolt is utterly 
godless and selfish. Jeroboam has his own ax to grind, and 
plays the part of a philanthropic patriot for personal ends, 
The people care nothing about the Davidic kingdom, and 
only want ease from forced labor. Rehoboam is a fool; the 
old counselors think that lying to-day in order to have a free 
hand for tyranny to-morrow is the perfection of royal wisdom, 
The young men are blusterers, believing that bullying is 
spirited. No trace of sense of responsibility to God or man 
appears anywhere. That js what a nation comes to when it 
forgets God. World-shaking events are brought about b 
pigmies, blind to duty and to the meaning of their whe 
Grubbing moles can undermine a temple. But the great 
leseon of all is that God’s purposes are wrought out by all the 
selfishness of workers, as ignorant of what they bui'd as coral 
insects are of their reef. Guilt is not lessened thereby, but 
the despair which seizes us when we look on the seamy side 
of history is removed by the faith that God bends even sins 
to serve him, 

Religious revolt followed. Jeroboam has had many suc- 
cessors in his notion that religion was principally useful asa 
buttress of civil authority. He evidently did not care where 
men worshiped, or whether they worshiped anywhere; but 
he will “establish and endow” religion, if it will help him 
to sit firm. His speech to the people hits the popular taste 
exactly. “It is too much for you to obey these stern require- 
ments. Here is just as good a religion, which is ever so much 
easier.” Preachers in that key will have a following, but 
only from among the indifferent. 

The path of departure from God has a steep down gradient, 
From Jeroboam to Elijah things went steadily worse. The 
kingdom founded in revolt was transmitted by rebellion and 
murder, and the calf-worship worsened into Baal worship. 
Now we turn to the Divine efforts to arrest and recover. 
Lessons 3-7 are concerned with Elijah’s time and mission, 
His strongly marked character has stern force, heroic courage, 
and fiery zeal for Jehovah, as its key-notes. He stands beside 
Moses, as at the transfiguration, the two giants of the Old 
Covenant. Stiff soil needs strong plows. One cannot throttle 
snakes elegantly. Luther 4nd Johm Knox needed to be most 
unpolitely rough. 

Lesson 3 is a kind of prelude to Elijah’s history. It teaches 
the prophet God’s care for him. He who had been fed by 
such strange means need never fear that God would look after 
him. “I have commanded,” said God, about the ravens and 
the widow. Elijah was thereby taught, and the lesson is 
meant for us too, that God’s commands would keep him, if 
he kept them. The other great lesson taught by the mission 
to the Phenician widow—namely, the outflow of God’s love 
beyond Israel—was drawn from it in the synagogue at 
Nazareth (Luke 4: 26). 

In Lesson 4 heathenism and true worship are contrasted 
-in the manner of their devotion and the worth of their pray- 
ers and sacrifices. The undaunted boldness of God's servant 
is further an example of heroism, born of faith, and a pattern 
for every believer. It is the apex of Elijah’s career. Heathen 
worship is but the monotonous, mechanical repetition of an 
unintelligent invocation, rising to savage frenzy and self- 
| mutilation, and the wild howls are unanswered. ‘The prophet’s 
brief, calm prayer exhibits in contrast the truetype of devout 
appeal, in that it gathers all pleas into the one of presenting 
to God his own name, and asks him to vindicate his own 
honor; in that it breathes the assurance that the speaker is 
God’s; and in that it holds up the evil doers in a pitying 
hand, ‘and asks for them the one blessing of hearts turned to 
God. Such prayer is never vain. Note, too, the yearning 
after and assurance of national unity, shown by the twelve 
altar stones. The ideal should be kept clear before those who 
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have cast it away; but only faith will assure us of its realiza- 
tion, when everything seems to give it the lie. The answer 
by fire is still in force, not as miracle, but in the form of com- 
paring the effects of Christianity and of all other religions. 
The people were convinced for a time, but soon reeled back 
again to idolatry, Miracles may produce a fleeting impres- 
sion, but more is needed for permanent conviction. 

Depression follows excitement. (Lesson 5.) The trough of 
the wave is as deep below the sea level as its crest is high. 
The strongest is weak, the boldest sometimes a coward, the ser- 
vant of God takes counsel of his own trembling heart. Elijah’s 
flight to Horeb was uncommanded, and his weary complain- 
ings unjustifiable. It is good for us little people to know 
that great on-s are sometimes weak. Note the tender com- 
passion for weakness in the angel’s visit. Even when on self- 
chosen paths, the servant of God may sometimes find angel 
presences and heaven-sent supplies, though he has no right 
to count on them. 

The great vision at Horeb had a narrower and a wider 
application. Tt taught Elijah his place in the series of 
prophets, He was of kin to the earthquake and fire, and his 
place was to rend rocks and shake earth before the coming 
of the Lord. His work was preparatory ; and gentleness, not 
force, was the true manifestation of Deity. But it taught us 
all the same lesson as permanently true, and bid us look for 
the revelation of God in a voice, and that soft and unobtru- 
sive. It is the elevation of gentleness and love as the true 
vehicles of the Divine, the abasing of force, whether physical 

- or spiritual, as less closely related to God ; its vindication and 
also its limitation. Hence the vision is prophetic, and its 
highest meaning is fulfilled in Christ. 

Lesson 6 interrupts the picture of Elijah, and gives a 
glimpse of the lawless tyranny which he fought, The sturdy 
peasant proprietor, with his reverence for the law and his 

“love for his bit of ancestral ground; the weak king, who 
whimpers like a spoiled child when he cannot get his toy ; 
the imperious, strong-willed wife, her cynical plainness of 
speech and contempt of justice and life; the abject elders; 
the fierce triamph in Jezebel’s announcement; the eager 
haste of Ahab to seize his new plaything,—all fill up a pic- 
ture of a rotten society, which needed rushing wind to blow 
away its infection, and earthquake to shake its foundations, 
and fire to burn up its corruptions. Such is the condition of 
a kingdom begun in departure from God. 

The main teaching of Elijah’s translation (Lesson 7) lay, for 
Old Testament times, in its attestation of his mission and 
faithfulness, and in its bearing on the dim faith in a future life. 
For the patriarchal period, Enoch, and, for the later ages, 
Elijah, witnessed, by their departures, to thre reality of a life 

. beyond time, which was the natural (if we may use that word) 
culmination of the devout life here. For us, perhaps ite main 
value is its contrast with Christ’s ascension. The one is evi- 
dently the raising of a mortal to a new sphere and mode of 
being, as witness the fiery chariots and whirlwind. The other 
is as evidently the return of the Son to that bosom of the 
Father in which he was before. Calm, self-moved, last seen 
with extended hands to bless, Jesus ascends as going home. 
Elijah could not give his spirit, but Jesus left his asthe pos- 
session of believers. 

The lessons (8 and 9) concerned with Elisha disclose a gra- 
cious, lovable character, without Elijah’s rugged force. The 
very first act expresses his inferiority in certain aspects; for 


his instrument is the dropped mantle, his act a repetition of 


Elijah’s, and his invocation to “ the God of Elijah ” is a ques- 


tion, as if his miracle were tentative. He yielded to the wishes 


of the sons of the prophets, and so showed his gentler nature, 
His miracles are mostly of mercy,—healing the waters, 
restoring the dead, curing lepers. But his gentleness effected 
more than Elijah’s force, though that force was the necessary 
precursor. \ 

Elisha’s life was passed among men. He wes the trusted 
counselor of the kings of Israel, and during his ministry 
Baal worship was abandoned. The sunshine made the traveler 
strip off the cloak which the storm had made him gather 


more tightly about him. The restoration to life of the Sha- 


nammite’s son gives a beautiful glimpse into the peaceful 
domestic life, with its joys and sorrows, which flowed on then, 


as now, in spite of wars and idolatry, It also sets Elisha’s 


tenderner~ vividly before us. But the chiéf lesson is found 


in the manifest effort of the miracle, as contrasted with the 
ease with which Elisha’s great antitype raised the dead. Pic- | 
ture, on the one hand, the prophet stretching himself on the 
child, leaving the chamber to recover strength, going back to 
try again; and, on the other hand, remember, “ Young man, I 
say unto thee, Arise,” “Talitha, cumi,” “Lazarus, come 


forth,” and you get a measure of the difference between a 


prophet and the Son, between a servant and the Lord of life. 
Naaman’s story (Lesson 10) is full of points, Leprosy is the 
‘type of sin. Thegreat man hada“ but” in his life. The dis- 
ease of sin is common to all ranks. A man will make great 
sacrifices to cure his body, and none to heal his soul. God's 
messenger knows that he can cuté. The leper is treated as 


a leper, not as a noble. The gospel deals with all men alike. 
Tf a sinner expects special treatment or regard to his position, 


he will be disappointed, for his good. Leprosy brings all to 


one level, and all need the same cure, Gat econ bo woneded 
by the terms of the gospel, and the very simplicity of its offer 
leads to its rejection. We are more willing to spend pains in 
winning salvation than to take it as a gilt. 

Lesson 11 has little to do with Elisha, but sets forth the 
danger of imperfect convictions and compromises in religious 
profession in the case of Naaman, and the fatal effects of 
covetousness in Gehazi and his leprosy. To begin with a 
profession of faith in Jehovah alone, and taper off to a 
“therefore,” which only meang a gift to Elisha, to declare 
one’sself resolved to worship God only, and in the same breath 
to seek condonation for intended idolatry, does not sound 
hopeful for the permanence or depth of Naaman’s conversion. 
We too have to beware of fancying that we can discharge the 
obligations of those who know God by giving money to 
prophets, and to take heed of consecration which, even in its 
fervor, is preparing compromises, If we worship Jehovah, 
we must keep out of the hause of Rimmon, 

The last lesson brings out many important truths of univer- 
sal application. The servant’s terror at the sight of the 
besiegers suggests how inevitably those who only see the 
visible must sometimes tremble. The prophet’s calm encour- 
agement points to the one source of boldness,—in the convic- 
tion of divine help and helpers. “Fear not” is a yain word 
unless some reason for not fearing be added, Christian faith 
is the only reasonable and victorious antagonist of terrer, 
We have these helpers all around us, and need only the open 
eyeoffaith to behold them. They are always encamping round 
about them that fear Him, tlfough they are unseen, The 
sight of Dothan was the transitory revelation of a permanent 
reality. To guard one man from outward danger is a worthy 
errand for the squadrons of that celestial cavalry. They are 
as glad to form round Elisha as to sweep Elijah to heaven. 

Manchester, England. 
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REVIEW TEACHING HINTS. 


BY A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 





The review of the lesson facts this quarter should not be 
difficult, for they are all exceedingly dramatic. I have often 
hinted as to the method of review by “ word pictures,” and 
this lesson lends itself to that most easily. The only danger 
will arise from the tendency to give too much time to that 
part of the exercise, leaving too little for the practical appli- 
cation of the great underlying principles of the lessons as a 
whole. This Jatter part is very important, and should by no 
théans be omitted. The great truths that the lessoris of the 
quarter contain are more than one, but for this article we 
will take that one which seems to be as = as any. 
This may be worded as follows: 


OPPORTUNITIES USED AND ABUSED, 


See Rehoboam’s Opportunity—His father is dead, and he 
is the heir to the vast kingdom that Solomon left. He has 
wise men to guide him, and a faithful people to rule over. 
The gathering makes no wild threats, but merely sends in a 
respectful petition. But he abused the one grand chance that 
he had, and, with that, lost what he was never able to regain. 

Se: Jeroboam’s Opportunity.—God had promised him the ten 
tribes, and, on condition of obedience, had said that his throne 
should be established like that of David. God had given to 
him the counsel of a wise prophet. But. he threw aside 
this advice, took counsel of -his own wicked heart, and 
in this way too lost what he never could regain. Forever 
after that he was known as “Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin.” 

See the Widow's Opportunity.—Starvation was staring’ her 
and her son in the face. Just at that critical moment, when 
she had not enough for herself and her boy, another mouth 
comes to be fed. But she takes the opportunity aright, and, 
as a result, blessing fills her home. 

See the People’s Opportunity.—On Mount Carmel they have 
assembled, and Elijah asks them to declare for Jehovah. 
They nearly lost their grand chance. Blessed be God, they 
used it aright at the last! 

See Elijah’s Opportunity —He had been running from duty, 
and now, at Horeb, God met him, and gave him a chance to 
go back to work. How swiftly he accepted it! 

See Ahab’s Opportunity.—God hed spoken to him in thun- 
der tones more than once. Since the experience of Mount 
Carmel, God had given him two notable victories over his 
enemies. Yet, in spite of his conquests, his covetous soul led 
him to commit that which was practically marder. So he 
abused his opportunities. ~ 

See Elisha’s Opportunity.—His master is about to be taken 
from his side. He realizes this, and wants a great blessing at 
his hands, So he prefers his request, and sticks to his mas- 
ter’s side till he is taken from him, and thus reaps the benefit 
of the promised blessing. 

See the Opportunity of the Sons of the Prophets,—They recog- 
nize that, though one prophet has been taken, God has given 
him_a successor. How different from the blasphemous young 
men who derided the new prophet! These, on the other 





master, who works miracles fr their bene Bo ey med 


their golden chance. 
See the Shunammite’s Opportunity.—She welcomed the man 
of God to her house, and made him at home there. In 
return for this, blessings such as she had longed for came; 
and, when affliction at last broke in, the power of the prophet 
was at her command, and she was delivered. She used her 
opportunity. 
See Naaman’s Opportunity.—True, he nearly lost it through 
his foolishness, but yet not quite. Naamanthad one chance, 
but that, made good use of, was better than ten thousand chances 
thrown away. 
See Gehazi’s Opportunity—He had many such, for he was 
the servant of the man of God for a long while, But, when 
the. temptation came, he succumbed, and the leprosy that 
Naaman had lost by availing himself of his chance, Gehazi 
gained by losing his best opportunity. | 
See Ben-hadad's Opportunity.—He was definitely told that 
there was a man of God in Israel, and, if he had wanted to 
get a blessing, he might have had one as well as Gehazi, . It 
was, therefore, not for lack of knowledge that he went astray, 

Five golden opportunities lost, and seven won, On the 
whole, as the world goes, this was a good showing. We.can 
hardly make a better in our days. There are scholars in 
every school who have a golden opportunity (indeed, many 
of them), but who throw them all away. How stands it with 
you? Have you this day another such opportunity? What 
will you do with it? On which side will you stand, of those 
whom we have enumerated ? 

New York City. 





REVIEW HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY 
TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Little children could not be expected to retain in the 
mind a continuous history of all that has been taught in the 
last quarter's lessons; but they can compr«hend the examples 
of good and warnings of evil. Much of this might be recalled 
in a golden-text exercise, or in a list of words put on the 
blackboard, as they answer questious about the lives and 
doings of those of whom we have studied. Noone can 80 
well select material for reviewing as each individual teacher 
for the scholars whom they have taught. One comprehensive 
method of review would be to ask the children to find and give 
the warnings of evil and the examples of good, putting the 
answers on the blackboard as given. Onr first golden text is 
a warning; what goeth before destruction? 

Write on the board “ Pride.” What king was the foolish 
son of a wise father? Did he mean to be kind and gentle to . 
his people? Whatdid hetellthem? Were the people will- 
ing to have him for their king? . How many tribes left him? 
Who was the king who “made Israel to sin”? What did 
he set up for the people to worship? What commandments ' 
did he break ? 

What is the warning in the second golden text? What 
was the sin Jeroboam taught the people? Write “Idolatry.” 
What king and queen worshiped Baal and Ashtoreth? What 
did Elijah do to prove which was the true God when he asked 
the people how long they would halt between two opinions ? 
Did fire come from heaven for the idol god? 

Another golden text says, “ Beware””—of what sin? Who 
had been guilty of covetousness? What did Ahab want for 
his own? Who helped him to get it? Let several children 
take part in telling how both king and queen were guilty of 
stealing, and also of murder. How did Gehazi covet and 
steal? What is the other warning golden text about being 
found ont? What a black list of sins! 

Three kings, a queen, and a servant of God’s prophet (call 
for their names),—all so wickedsthat they are held up as 
warnings to show what a fearful thing it is to sin against God. 
How many false prophets might be put in the list of idolaters? 

Let us look at the brighter, better pictures. What is the 
name of the prophet who told King Ahab of the coming 
famine? Who took care of Elijah in the time of famine? 
Where did God bid him go? Whom had he commanded to 
feed him by the brook? Whom did he command to feed 
him when the brook dried up? 

Who threatened Elijah’s life after the priests of Baal were 
slain at Mount Carmel? Where did God bid Elijah to go 
and what to do after the forty daygalone? On whom did he 
throw his mantle? Did he leave all to follow Elijah? 

How many examples of obedience can we find in all our 
lessons? The children will readily tell, as you question, of 
Elijah’s constant obedience, going whenever and wherever 
God directed him, of the obedient ravens, the widow, of 
Elisha obeying the call to follow. Was Naboth obedient to 
God's law? How? Did Naaman obey ? 

How many examples of prayer can we find? When and 
where go we know of Elijah praying? When did Elisha 
pray? Did Elijah teach the young men in the schools of 
prophets to pray, do you think? Do you believe the Shu- 
nammite mother knew how to pray? Was the little captive 
maid a praying child ? 





hand, accept the new, and with it gain a great and powerful 


How many examples can you find of true worship? Besides 






















om. Se rN 





F ay . Le wae 





“167 








Ps ar oucmae 











plijah: snd Wlisha there were shany more who believed in | 
God and truly worshiped him. Was it worship at Carmel 
when théy said, “The Lord, he is the God”? When Elijah 
in the wilderness said, “1, even I only, am left,” how many 
did the Lord say were in Israel who had not bowed their 
knees ‘to Baal or kissed their images as heathen do in idol- 
worship? Did Naaman learn to worship the true God? 

How many examples can we find of service? Even the 
ravens obeyed and served. If birds can serve, what might 
children do? The class will give prompt answers no doubt, 
telling of the widow with her meal and oil; the angel serving 
the tired, hungry prophet; Elisha with Elijah like a dutiful 
son; the Shunammite providing rest and care for Elijah; the 
captive maid the means of giving life to body and soul; Elisha 
warning and saving the king of Israel. 

Do not forget the lessons of “trust in God,” taught by his 
loving care of the prophets, the widow, the king’s chief cap- 
tain, and by angel guards sent to minister and defend. 

Which two golden texts have the words “fear not”? Which 
one the promise of the resurrection life? Which the record 
of the one who “ walked with God”? 

The subjects for review are far from being exhausted, and 
perhaps there is already more suggested than could be profit- 
ably used in a primary lesson. A child can see the love, 
mercy, and patience of God in his lessons to his people, in 
sending his prophets to teach them by word and work. 

The lessons from the miracles would well occupy the time, 
—miracles by fire, daily miracles of food sent by ravens, and 
in the unfailing meal-and unwasted oil; miracles by angels, 
miracles of life from death, disease healed, and sin punished 
by disease, 

The sure results of sin are shown in the punishments found 
in our quarter’s study: the divided kingdom, the evil record 
of Jeroboam, who made Israel to sin; punishment to false 
prophets, to Ahab, Jezebel, Gehazi. 

No less we see the rewards for obedient, prayerful service; 
the fulfilment to Elijah, and others, of the promise in one of 

our golden texts,—to those that seek the Lord. God was 
.Blijah’s friend, helper, companion, answered his prayer and 
honored him at Mount Carmel, spoke to him in the wilder- 
ness and on the mountain, guarded him in every danger, took 
‘him in glory to heaven, and, centuries after, let him come 
again in glory to earth, and talk with Jesus Christ upon a 
mountain. 

In all these lessons a child may see the sure consequence 
of sin, and the safety and peace for lives of cheerful, trustful 
service for a loving, promise-keeping God. 

Louisville, Ky. 





REVIEW QUESTION HINTS. 
BY PROFESSOR AMOS R. WELLS,” 


FOR THE TEACHER. 
Choose a few topics, and.treat them fully. 


Times.—The date of the parting of the tribes? How 
many years occupied by these lessons ? 
crs.—What happened at Shechem (2)? Penuel ? 


Bethel (2)? Dan? Zarephath? Carmel (2)? Beersheba? 
Gilgal? Jericho(2)? Shunem? Dothan? Where occurred 
the division of the’tribes? feeding by ravens? “the still 
small voice”? the translation of Elijah? the cureof Naaman? 
Where was Naboth’s vineyard? 

Persons.—The two great persons of these lessons? Com- 
pare them as to birthplace, attitude toward kings, supernatural 
guardians, miracles of water, of oil, of slaying, of reviving, 
their words, Aitles, character, influence, and death. The 
kings: What kings chose evil counsel? ruled Judah well? 
set up idolatry? What king fled to Egypt, was.ruled by his 
wife, robbed his neighbor? Who forgot that there was “a 
prophet in Israel”? Wh® tried to enirap a prophet? The 
servants: Who was stoned to death? Who was left behind? 
and who would not be left? Who gave good advice? Who 
gave poor advice? Who thrust away one suppliant, and 
cheated another? Who “rose early”? The women: The 
women rewarded for kindness to prophets? Bad wives? 
Who told of Elishe’s power? The men: Who refused to 
sell his vineyard? A great man, but a\leper? 

Customs.— What have you learned about the “whip of 

_ Scorpions”? use of tents? “high places”? “stand before”? 
use of oj]? climate of Palestine? “seah”? worship of Baal? 
of Rimmon? “broom”? inheritance of land among the Jews? 
the seal? the term “sons of Belial”? laws about blasphemy 
and witnesses? public fasts? sons of criminals? schools of 
the prophets? mantle? double portion? formule of greet- 
ing? “gird up thy loins”? talents? garments as wealth? 
earth-altars? “leaneth on my hand”? alighting from 
chariots? 

Tue Two Testaments. —What parallels this quarter re- 
garding “yokes”? angelic ministry? “can any good come 
out of—” ? “our daily bread”? sopernatural feeding? “ ser- 
vice”? “vain repetitions”? withdrawing from danger? 
“fire from heaven”? “the two Canaanite women”? forty 
days’ fasts? stoning? ascending to heaven? characters who 
appear in both? raising the dead? followers rejecting sup- 


RATIONS OF Srx.— What was Rehoboam's sin? Jero- 
boam’s? Jezebel’s? Ahab’s? Gehazi’s? Who showed the 
sin of conceit? covetousness? lying? dj of God’s prom- 
ises? despair in adversity? Whose sins were partly due to 
influence of a heathen mother? wife? Of virtues: Who 
gave good advice? refused tb yield to tyranny? insisted on 
following his master? gave up fighting at God’s command? 
cared for strangers? showed gratitude? 
Teacuinos.—Po\itical: How has it been shown that it is 
poor policy to use political power to increase burdens? in defy- 
ing the national conscience? that national compromises of 
right are folly? that it is wise ‘policy sometimes to kill, and 
sometimes to feed, national foes? that, to a ruler, private rob- 
bery means public ruin? Aut new needs require new kinds 
of reformers? that kings may be ignorant of the true rulers 
of their realms? that prophets are the best-secretaries of war 
and of state? Personal: Where have we seen the folly of 
putting off a just decision? of trying to hide a sin? of pre- 
ferring short ways to idols before long ways to. God? of the 
good yielding to despair? of rejecting the advice of experi- 
ence? of social inferiors? of children? of underestimating 
the number of the righteous? of being “yoked with un- 
believers”? of expecting service without giving it? Where 
are we taught that God will preserve his gifts? that “a little 
child may lead them”? that God-like men are quick to 
recognize prophets? that companionship with a prophet will 
make one a prophet, i/—? Where shown the power of retire- 
ment? the power of one with God against many? the policy 
of “lending to the Lord”? the duty of providing successors? 
of witnesing in strange places? of serving often without 
price? Doctrinal: What has taught us God’s providence even 
in evil? the value of fixed places for worship? the power of 
prayer? the presence of God in nature? that God is power 
as well as love, and love aswell as power? that there is “a 
time to die”? the conditions of obtaining God’s spirit of 
power? evidences of immortality? that God is Lord also of 
Gentiles? that God’s healing is without price? that religious 
insight is a growth? that God makes the wrath of man to 
praise him? that the unseen world is in close touch with the 
seen? 
FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

What books have we been studying? The first lesson 
found the Jewish people in what condition? The last in 
what? Who wrought this evil? Who bore witness to God 
through itall? Complete these golden texts, and name the 
event which they indicate: —walked with God; Fear not, 
for— (twice); —shall not want; —healeth all; —quicken- 
eth; Not by might—; Pride goeth before—; —find you out; 
How long halt; —graven image ; —covetousness. 

Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 





REVIEW SUMMARY. 


Twelve lessons from the two Books of Kings are included 
in the studies of this quarter. The period of time covered is 
uncertain. Estimates of it range from three-quarters of a 
century to a century andaquarter. The principal kingdoms 
are those of Judah and Israel, although those of Egypt, Syria, 
Tyre, and Arabia come into the narrative. 

The rulers who: have most prominence in the lesson story 
are Rehoboam and Jeroboam, Ahab and Jezebel, and the 
king of Syria; but other rulers are named or referred to inci- 
dentally. But more prominent than the rulers are the two 
prophets, Elijah and Elisha; and the distinguishing charac- 
teristics of those two prophets severally might well be brought 
out by question and answer in'a review study ag a main 
feature of the twelve lessons. ‘ 

Fourteen miracles, or series of miracles, are mentioned : 
one at Cherith, one at Zarephath, one at Carmel, one in the 
wilderness below Beer-sheba, one or more at Horeb, one by 
Elijah at the Jotdan, one beyond the Jordan, one by Elisha 
at the Jordan, one at Jericho, one at Shunem, two at Samaria, 
a series at the seat of war between Israel and Syria, and one 
at Dothan. 

The main teachings of-the twelve lessons can be considered 
in the contrast between Sinning and Serving, according to the 
outline by which they have been presented in these pages. 
Or they may be shown under the head of Distrusting and 
Trusting. Distrusting is shown in Lessons 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 10, 
11, 12; while Trusting finds illustration in Lessons 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 12. 

“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him, and he 
shall bring it to pass,” 








EASTER LESSON. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Mark 16: 1-13 .Memory verses: 6, 7.) 
COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 

1 And when the sabbath was And when the sabbath was 
past, Ma’ry Mag-da-lé’ne, and past, Mary Magdalene, and 
Ma’ry the mother of James, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Sa-16’me, had bought sweet spices, Salome, bought spices, that 
that they might come and anoint they might come and anoint 
2him. and very early on the 
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pliants? “salute not”? healing of lepers? evil followers? 
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come to the tomb when the 
3 sun was risen. And they were 
saying among themselves, Who 
shall roll us away the stone 
from the door of the tomb? 
4 and looking up, they see that 
the stone is rolled back: for it 
5 was exceeding great. And 
entering into the tomb, they 
saw & yOung man sitting on the 
right side, arrayed in a white: 
Tobe; and they were amazed. 
6 And he saith unto them, Be 
not amazed: ye seek Jesus, the 
Nazarene, which hath been 
crucified: he is risen; he isnot 
here: behold, the place where 
7 they laid him! But go, tell 
his disciples and Peter, Hé 
goeth before you into Galilee: 
there shall ye see him, as he 
8 said untoyou. And they went 
out, and flied from the tomb; 
for trembling and astonish- 
ment had come upon them: 
and they said nothing to any 
one; for they were afraid. 


ing, the first day of the week, 
they came unto the sepulchre at 
the rising of the sun. 
8 And they said among them- 
sélves, Who shall roll us away 
the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre? 
4 And when they looked, they 
saw that the stone was rolled 
away: for it was very great. 
5 And entering into the sepul- 
chre, they saw a young man sit- 
ting on the right side, clothed in 
along white garment; and they 
were affrighted. 
6 And he saith unto them, Be 
not affrighted: ye seek Jesus of 
N&z’a-réth, which was crucified ; 
heisrisen; heis not here: behold 
the place where they laid him. 
7 But go your way, tell his dis- 
ciples and Péter that he goeth 
before you into Gial’i-lee: there 
shall ye see him, as he said unto 
you, 
8 And they went out quickly, 
and fied from the sepulchre ; for 
they trembled and were amazed : 
neither said they any thing toany 
man; for they were afraid. 
9 | Now when Jesus was risen 
early the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Ma’/ry Mig-da- 
l@ne, out of whom he had cast 
seven devils. 
.10 Ana she went and told them 
that had been with him, as they 
mourned and wept. 
11 And they, when they had 
heard that he was alive, and had 
been seen of her, believed not. 
12 ¢ After that he appeared in 
another form unto two of them, 
as they walked, and went into form unto two of them, as 
the country. they walked, on their way into 
18 And they went and told #| 183 the country. And they went 
untotheresidue: neither believed away and told it unto the rest :, 
they them, neither believed they them, 


9 1Now when he was risen 
early on the first day of the 
week, he appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, from whom 
’ he had cast out seven *deyils, 
10 She went and told them that 
had been with him, as they 
11 mourned and wept. Andthey, 
when they heard that he was 
alive,*and had been seen. of 
her, disbelieved. 
12 And after these things he 
was manifested in another 








1 The two oldest Greek manuscripts, and some other authorities, omit 
from verse 9 to the end, Some other authorities have a different ending 
to the Gospel, *%Gr, demons. 

The American Revisers would substitute “who” for “which” in 
verse 6, and “demons” for “ devils” in verse 9. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


Verses 1, 2.—The account of the crucifixion is immediately 
followed by the story of Joseph of Arimathea and the burial 
of the body of Jesus. Mark states also, as Matthew and Luke 
do, that the women came to the tomb at the time of the burial, 
and “beheld where he was laid.” According to Luke, the 
women returned from the tomb on the afternoon of the cruci- 
fixion (Friday), and prepared spices and ointments, and then 
rested on the sabbath, Early on Sunday morning, Luke 
says, they went to the-tomb, bringing with them the spices 
which they had prepared. The representation which Luke 
gives appears slightly different from that in Mark, who seems 
to place the purchasing of the spices on Saturday evenirg, 
after the sabbath was over. Some have supposed that the 
verb in Mark is to be understood as a pluperfect in sense, 
“they had bought,”—thus carrying back the time to Friday. 
Others have thought there were two separate groups of 
women, to one of which Luke refers, while Mark speaks of 
the other. Mark describes the person, whom Matthew in the 
corresponding verse calls “the other Mary,” as “ Mary the 
mother of James,” and he adds the name “Salome” If we 
look backward in Matthew, however, to his statement (Matt, 
27 : 56) respeeting the women who beheld the place where 
Jesus was laid, we find that he also speaks of Mary as the 
mother of James and Joses, as Mark does in Mark 15: 40, 
and that he mentions the mother of Zebedee’s children.— 
When the sabbath was past: That is, after six o'clock on Satur- 
day evening. Such purchases could hardly have been made 
at the very early hour of the morning indicated in the next 
verse. If, on the other hand, we may suppose that the mind 
of the writer was, from the beginning of the chapter, resting 
only upon the time of the resurrection, this expression may 
possibly be equivalent to that of verse 2. More probably, 
however,—even in this latter case,—the reference is to Satur- 
day evening, and the preparation of the spices, which had 
been already bought, was completed at thix time. Inverse 2, 
Mark designates the time as “very early” and “when the 
sun was risen.” The former of these expressions, if inter- 
preted according to the strict meaning and urage of the words, 
refers to thé earliest part of the fourth watch of the night; 
that is, the period between t!:ree and six o’clock in the morn- 
ing. It thus marks a time earlier than that which is natu- 
rally designated by the words “when the sun was risen.” 
The writer can hardly be supposed, however, to bave contra- 
dicted himself within the limits of a single verse, and so we 
must suppose a less strict use of the first expression. 

Verses 3, 4.—Mark omits the reference to the earthquake 
which Matthew speaks of ; and, on the other hand, he inserts 





2 And very early in the morn- first day of the week, they 


the statement of verse 3, which neither Matthew nor Luke 











































































































































































































































records. The fact that the stone was rolled back from the 
door of the tomb is mentioned by all the three writers. The 
questioning of the women took place while either they were on 
the way to the tomb, or just as they arrived, and before they 
had time to see the situation of things, The last clause of 


“Verse 4 gives the reason, as some think, why the women asked | 


“each other the question, “Who shall roll,” ete.; as others 
thiuk, it gives the reason why they could perceive immedi- 
ately on looking up, and perhaps at some distance, that the 
stone was rolled back. 

Verses 5-8.—As Meyer remarks, Mark and Luke (who, 
however, differs from Mark, in saying that there were two) re- 
late the angelic appearance as it “presented” itself; Matthew 
(who, however, places it, not in the tomb, but apon the stone), 

_ fs that which it actually was,—an angel of the Lord. Canon 

_ Cook thinks that the stone was lying outside of the mortuary 
chamber, but yet inside of the sepulcher which includes the 
whole structure, boia the ante-chamber and the mortuary 
chamber; and thus he would put the statements of Matthew 
and Mark in accord with each other. The “white robe” 
corresponds with the “dazzling apparel” of which Luke 

_ Speaks, and indicates the supernatural brightness and splendor 
befitting the angel. The appearance of the angel was that of 
a youth, and he wis sitting “on the right band in the tomb 
from the entrance,” and therefore, as Meyer says, “to the 
left hand of the place where the body would lie.” The word 
“amazed” is a more correct rendering of the original verb, 
in verses 5 and 6, than “affitighted,” as the Authorized Ver- 
sion has it. Their condition of mind and feeling was rather 
that of astonishment and awe than terror or fright. So Mark 
represents it, Matihew, however, uses the word “fear,” and 
Luke the word “affrighted.” Luke says they “ were affrighted,” 
and “bowed down their faces to the earth,” thus including, 
perhaps, what Matthew and Mark speak of separately. The 
words of the angel, addressed to the women, are substantially 
the same as ‘those which Matthew gives. Dr. Alexander 
finds in the expression, “Jesus, the Nazarene, which hath 
-been crucified,” “ not merely a description of the person, but 
a pointed allusion to his extreme humiliation.” The words 
of the angel were intended to comfort and strengthen the 
hearts of the women, giving them ‘the joyful. assurance that 
Jesus had risen from the dead, and would meet them in 
Galilee, according to his prophetic word, which was uttered 
before his death. Mark adds to the words which Matthew 
speaks of the angel as using, “tell his disciples,” the special 

, designation of Peter: “tell his disciples and Peter.” The 

» prominence of Peter in the apostolic company will account 
for this mention of his name.—As he said unto you: The 
reference is to Mark 14: 28.—They fled from the tomb: These 
words, and those which immediately follow, are only a some- 
what stronger and more vivid expression of what Matthew 
says in his account: “ They departed quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy.” They were, by reason of their 
mingled emotions, in intense excitement,—agitated by wonder 
and joy and awe and fear. Many think that the meaning of 
Mark is that the woman failed to give the message to the 
diseiples,—at least, at their first return to the city, Luke 
states that, either at first or afterwards, they did give the 
message, for he says (Luke 24 : 8,9): “And they remem- 
bered his [the angel’s] words, and returned from the tomb, 
{and told all these things to the eleven, and to ell the rest.” 

_ Godet thinks that this statement of Luke has reference to the 
account which Mary Magdalene gave to Peter and John, as 
recorded in John 20: 18, 

Verses 9-11.—The separation of the verses of this chapter, 
from verse 9 onward, by a wide space, which we find in the 
Revised Version, together with the marginal note which is 
added, sets betore the English reader the relation of this pas- 
sage to the Gospel. These verses may, perhaps, have been 
written by Mark, but they are so doubtful that we cannot 
affirm them to have been certainly written by him. It is 
proper that they should be placed as they are. That the 
Gospel did not end with verse 8 is beyond any reasonable 
doubt, for the last word, in that case, would have been “ for,” 
in the Greek arrangement of the sentence; and no book, 
surely, would end with this word. That the present ending 
was the original one, is more than can be asserted with confi- 
dence. The passage is certainly very ancient. The statement 
that the appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene was the first 

wf all his appearances, accords with what John says in his 
Gospel. The rising of Jesus from the dead is spoken of here 
as having been “early” in the morning, while in the first 
verse the coming of the women, which must have taken 
place after the resurrection, is said to have been “ very early.” 
This may indicate the manner in which Mark uses such words, 
if, indeed, the two verses ar= both written by him. It is evi- 
dent that the New Testament writers and the minnte critics 
of recent times belong to two different classes of men,—a not 
unhappy circumstance, If the words of this passage are a 
genuine part of the Gospel, the contrast of the stgtement of 
verse 10 to that of verse 8, or the possible contrast, miay indi- 
cate that the meaning in the former verse is that the other 
women did not even tell the disciples. The word “she,” of 
this verse, has, perhaps, an emphasis also, indicating the same 
thing,—she was the fint to tell, The mourning and weeping 
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of the disciples shows how far they were from 


the resurrection of Jesus. The disbelief, when they heard 
that he was alive, shows it also. That Mary Magdalene had 
had seven demons cast out from her, is not recorded in the 
earlier part of Mark's Gospel, but is mentioned in Luke 8: 2. 

Verses 12, 18.—That this appearance was the one to the 
two disciples on their way to Emmaus, which Luke records, 
is evident. It occurred at early evening, or in the late after- 
noon of the day of the resurrection. Thg words “in another 
form” are difficult of explanation. It would seem, however, 
that there must have been some change in Jesus’ general 
appearance, which made it impossible for the two disciples to 
recognize him. Luke sayr, “theit eyes were holden that they 
should not know him.” The itptesion produced by Luke's 
narrative (Luke 24 ; 33-35) is that these two disciples found 
the apostles already believing that Jesus had risen. This 
statement of Mark may express a doubt which some of the 
disciples still had, or the inconsistency with Luke may be in- 
explicable with our present knowledge. 

Yale University. 





THE WORLD'S GREATEST EVENT. 
Mark 16 : 1-18, 
, BY THE REV, ARTHUR BROOKS. 


This passage, which in St. Mark’s Gospel gives the account 
of the Resurrection, is interesting as containing more or less 
close likeness to the three other Gospels. The first eight 
verses remind of St. Matthew’s account of the Resurrection, 
with, however, striking and original additions; the next 
three verses evidently are a condensed account of the appear- 
ance of Christ to Mary Magdalere, which St. John describes 
in full; the twelfth and thirteenth verses refer to the story 
of the walk to Emmaus, which is given to us at length by 
St. Luke. We have thus in this passage an account resem- 
bling those composite photographs of several faces upon one 
plate; in which similar and striking features will be empha- 
sized, and characteristic traits be discovered letter than in 
any other way. 

The story of the Resurrection, the greatest event which 
the world has ever seen, begins not with the story of wonders 
from heaven, but with the account of acts of faithfulness and 
love of men and women upon earth under sore discourage- 
ment. St. Mark shows us the women going out to purchase 
the spices on the evening of the sabbath day, after the sun 
had set, still believing in a dead Lord, still able to hold to 
him who had disappointed. their hopes. Love faced down 
all discouragements, On the way to the tomb we are told of 
their gloomy forebodings as to the possibility.of being unable 
even to reach the body in order tq perform their loving task. 
They ask, “ Who shall roll us away the stone from the door 
of the sepulcher?” This shows us how unexpected the 
resurrection was, but it also shows us how deep was the love 
to which it came., The news of the resurrection was in each 
case carried to loving and grieving disciples. The explana- 
tion of Mary Magdalene’s privilege at the open grave is given 
in the fact that out of her Jesus had cast seven devils, with 
the implied inference that therefore she would love him most. 
Personal love is prominent in the whole story. 

Jesus himself once said that if a man believed not Moses 
and the prophets, neither would he be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead. His own resurrection carried out his 
saying. He attempted to persuade nobody by it. He gave 
it to those who had known him and loved him. It was not 
@ resurrection, but Ais resurrection; and in that character it 
had strength to help them, and through them to help the 
world. When, before the raising of Lazarus, his sister Mary 
said to Jesus, “I know that he shall rise again . . . at the last 
day,” Jesus answered, “I am the resurrection, and the life; 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yegehall he 
live” There, as in the story of the resurrection, relation to 
himself was the gift of life eternal. It has always been so. 
We must know him that rose in order to know the certainty 
of-his resurrection. He must be, as he was to those disciples, 
one who has shown the living power of God, one who has 
cast out the world’s great enemy, and then we understand 
how and why he could do so great a thing as rise from the 
dead. Mary telling her story to any one whom she chanced 
to meet in the streets of Jerusalem, would probably have 
found few hearers; but “she went and told it to them that 
had been with him,” and then it had its effect. Character 
is always behind action, knowledge behind belief. And we 
find it naturally and abundantly so in the resurrection. The 
character of Christ was back of his action; the knowledge of 
the disciples was back of their belief. 

The assertion of Divine power is very plain and very con- 
stant in the account. The disciples might love, but they 
could not raise, Christ. The stone was rolled back, Christ 
rose, the angel spoke to them, Christ himself appeared to 
them. The whole event is outside of human agency, although 
at every point it is connected with their past lives. The 
angel is evidently a heavenly visitant, but he is described as 
a “ young man,” and he speaks of the promise which Jesus 
had made to the disciples, and refers to Peter especially, in 


vey a message of forgiveness. The disciples are remembered 
and helped by God’s great power. The old thoughts have a 
Divine revelation given them. . 

Jesus had always dealt thus with his disciples, showing 
them how much he was above them,-and yet making them 
understand that he felt with them and always remembercd 
them. He told them to take up their cross, and his sacrifice 


always in answer to their needs or as a lesson to them. In 
his greatest acts he drew near to them. So in the Resurrec- 
tion he rose as no other one could, and at the same time. 
showed how he loved them and remembered them. He thus 
taught us that our life is helped by God’s own power. We 
desire to rise and to live forever. God knows it. He made 
us to live forever. But we can do it only by his power and 
by depending upon him,—not by our own power, or by think- 
ing of ourselves alone, Christ rose in order that through 
him we might rise. It is natural to us to rise and to live for- 
ever, because we are God’s children, God goes before us; we 
follow afier him, and wherever we go we find what is natural 
and true to all the promises which he has written in our 
nature. So we are to live as depending upon our risen 
Saviour. “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God” (Col. 8: 1), 

On the occasion of all the appearances which are men- 
tioned, we are told of the terror or doubt of those to whom 
they are given. That is not surprising. It was a wonderful 
event; there could be no greater. Those who loved Christ 
were prepared to have him resist death, but not to have him 
overcome death by rising from the dead. Those who knew 
and thought nothing of Christ would probably have dismissed 
the whole story without attention, except for some vague 
superstitions which might have come td their minds, But to 
the disciples of Christ the announcement told of something 
wonderful, perhaps too great and too good to be true, but 
something which, when they remembered their Master, they 
felt might be true. Doubt is always partial sight. We never 
doubt of that of which we know nothing, nor of that Of which 
we know everything. The uneducated have no doubts; the 
adepts in a study or a pursuit have no doubts as to that por- 
tion of their knowledge. The doubter is the man who has’ 
taken a forward step, and the question is whether he can 
take another. It was a great step then, it always will be a 
great step, either to believe in life beyond the grave, or to 
believe in the resurrection of Christ. Christ helped his dis- 
ciples to take this last step. Hesent the angel. Heappeared 
to Mary Magdalene, and spoke her name, He walked with 
the‘two to Emmaus, and. expounded the Scriptures.to them, 
He told Thomas, as is narrated in John 20: 27, to put his 
finger in the prints of the nails. He knows better than we 
do how great a fact his resurrection is. He does everything 
to help us believe it and understand it. To those who love 
him, the growth of the flowers at the springtime, the season 
at-which Easter always comes, the feeling of the heart of 
man that life, and not death, is his portion, the growth of the 
Church in that belief of the resurrection, all the Scripture 
references and proofs of the resurrection, are helps to the 
belief in the great fact. And then, when we believe that 
Christ died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him (1 Thess. 4: 14); and, if 
Christ is risen from the dead, he is become the first-fruits of 
them that slept (1 Cor. 15; 20). We are able to see why,so 
great a fact as the resurrection will always cause a tumult in 
the thqughts of men, and jal-o how God gives us here, as 
everywhere, helps by which to overcome our difficulties, if 
we wili only use them rightly. 

We have been studying lately of the two miracles of the 
restoration to life by Elijah and Eiisha. In this Easter 
story, in all its parts, we are able to feel the difference 
between the resurrection and those events in the lives of the 
Old Testament prophets. No one raises Christ; he rises by 
his power as the Son of God, There is no account of excep- 
tional actions or of wonderful effort. We feel that it was 
natural to Christ to, be loosed from the pains of death, 
“because it was-not possible that he should be holden of it” 
(Acts 2: 24), The story is that of the restoration of a Master 
and a Friend, who never had failed his followers, and it was 
the beginning of new hope and courage for their life and that 
of the world, Of all this those great prophets were allowed 
to be the foretellers, as they came in contacf#/with death at 
the houres in Sarepta and Shanem. But Jess Christ by his 
resurrection conquered death for all men, and was declared 
to be the Son of God with power. And on this account 
Easter is tlre brightest day of the year. 

Rectory of the Incarnation, New York City. 








TEMPERANCE LESSON. 


‘ LESSON TEXT. 
(Isa. 5 : 11-23.) 
COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 
Tl ¢ Woeuntothem thatriseup 11 Woe unto them that rice 





| early in the morning, that they 


up early in the morning, that 


terms which imply the knowledge of his sin, and seem to con- | may follow strong drink; that! they may follow strong drink: 


on the cross showed what he meant; he did miracles, but 



















































the tabret and pipe, and wine, are 


in their feasts: but they regard 
not the work of the LorD, neither 
consider the operation of his 
hands, © 

18 { Therefore my people are 
gone into captivity, because they 
have no knowledge: and their 
honourable men are famished, 
and their miultitude dried up with 

~~ 


thirst. 


14 Therefore hell hath enlarged 
herself, and opened her mouth 
without measure: and their glory, 
and theis multitude, and their 


, pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall 


descend intoit. @ 

15 And the mean man shall be 
brought down, and‘the mighty 
man shall be humbled, and the 


» eyesof thelofty shall be humbled: 


16 But the Lorp of hosts shall 
be exalted in judgment, and God 
that is holy shall be sanctified in 
righteousness. 
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12 cill wine inflame them! And 
the harp and the lute, the 
tabret and the pipe, and wine, 
are in their feasts: but they 
fegard not ths work of the 
Lorp, neither have they con- 
sidered the operation of his 
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lack of knowledge: and ' their 
honourable men are famished, 
and their multitude are 
14 parched with thirst. There- 
fore *hell hath-enlarged her 
desire, and opened her mouth 
without measure: and their 
glory, and their multitude, and 
their *pomp, and he that re- 
joiceth among them, descend 
15 intott, And the mean man is 
bowed down, and the great 
man is humbied, and the eyes 
16 of the lofty are humbled: but 
the LorD of hosts is exalted in 
judgement, and God the Holy 
One is sanctified in righteous- 
17 ness, Then shall the lambs 


_and senseless folly. 


. after their manner, and the waste 


17 Then shall the lambs feed feed as in their pasture, and 
the waste places of the fat ones 
shall 4 wanderers eat, 

18 Woe untothem that draw ini- 
quity with cords of anity, and 
sin as it were with a cart rope: 

19 that say, Let him make speed, 
let him hasten his work, that 
we may seeit: and let the 
counsel of- the Holy One of 
Israel~draw nigh and come, 
that we may know it! 

20 Woe unto them that call evil 

good, and good evil; that put 

Garkness for light, and light 

for darkness; that put bitter 

for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

Woe unto them that are wise 
in their own eyes, and prudent 
in their own sight! 

22 Woe unto them that are 
mighty to drink wine, and 
men of strength to mingle 

9% strong drink: whichjustify the 
wicked for a reward, and take 
away the righteousness of the 
righteous from him ! 


places of the fat ones shall stran- 


gers eat. 

18 Woe unto them that draw 
iniquity with cords of vanity, and 
sin as it were with a cart rope: 

19 That say, Let him make 
speed, and hasten his work, that 
we may see i: and let the counsel) 
of the Holy One of Is’ra-el draw 
nigh and come, that we may 
know it/ 

-20 { Woe unto them that call 
evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for 
darkness; that put bitter forsweet, 
and sweet for bitter ! 21 

21 Woe unto them that are wise 
in their own eyes, and prudent in 
their own sight! 

22 Woe unto them tha! are mighty 
todrink wine,and menof strength 
to mingle strong drink : . 

23 Which justify the wicked for 
reward, and take away the right- 
eousness of the righteous from 
him! 








1Heb. their are men 20r, the grave Heb, Sheol. Bee 
Gen. xxxvii. gr Or, tumuli Or, strangers 7 
Revisers wotld substitute “ Sheol” for “ het!” in verse 


“44 and omit the hea ing, “judgment” for “ judge- 
a m e@ attac ‘ving, “* ju ent’ for “* 
ment” in verse 16, and “J shovels fort th e Loan’ throughout. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


The various woes here denounced are a supplement to the 
parable with which the chapter opens, or a farther explica- 
tion of it. God’s people are there represented under the 
emblem of a vineyard finely situared in a rich productive 
spot, upon which the utmost pains had been bestowed, and 
from which an abundant crop of choice fruit might have been 
expected, but which yielded nothing that was fit to use. In 
spite of all providential benefits, all the instruction afforded 
them, and all the advantages they had enjoyed, they were 
ungrateful and disobedient, and should be punished by being 
deprived of the privileges of which they had shown them- 
selves so unworthy. This general and figurative statement 
of their sin, and of the punishment which was sure to follow, 
is then succeeded by the more detailed denunciation of preva- 
lent forms of sin. The first is avarice, an inordinate passion 
for the accumulation of wealth, which should be punished by 
the desolation of that which had been so unduly sought (vs. 
8-10). The second, with which the lesson opens, is revelry 
and intoxication leading to a reckless disregard of providen- 
tial admonitions. 

Verse 11.-— Woe wnto them that rise wp early in the morning, 
that they may follow strong drink ; that tarry late into the night, 
till wine inflame them: Their one occupation assiduously pur- 
sued from early morning till the evening twilight or the dark- 
meas of the night is to fill themselves with drink. And what 
an occupation for a rational being! Time is wasted, energy 
consumed, and money expended for mere sensual self-indulg- 
ence, for the gratification of a vicious appetite; and with 
what result? beastly intoxication, injury to health, dulling 
the mental powers, benumbing the conscience, setting on fire 
the evil passions. Every step is a degradation, and involves 
a peril, which no man can foresee, of criminal and unworthy 
conduct, from which, in the full possession of his sensea, he 
would shrink back appalled. “Strong drink” is a general 
name for various sorts of intoxicating beverages prepared 
from fruits, grains, or other materials, by a proces of fermenta- 


_ tion, The art of distillation by which ‘ardent spirits are pro- 


duced was not then known. 

Verse 12.—And the harp and the lute, the tabret and the pipe, 
and wine, are in their feasts: Music in itself is refining and 
elevating. It is an appropriate accompaniment of pleasant 
hours. It has its place in seasons of devotion. But what the 
prophet here rebukes is that excess of revelry, joined with 








sensuality, which banishes all serious thought. It is aban- 
donment to frivolity and self-indulgence, while sacred obliga- 
tions are unheeded or set at nougit.—But they regard not the 
work of Jehovah, neither have they considered the operation of his 
hands: The admonitions of God’s providence are utterly dis- 
regarded by them, while they give themselves up to riotous 
Verse 13,—Therefore my people are gone into captivity: The 
prophet either speaks of the future certain result as though 
it had already taken place, or else he alludes to captives car- 
ried off in predatory forays, not affecting the mass of the peo- 
ple (comp. Joel 8: 6; Amos. 1::6, 9).—For lack of knowledge : 
Sin is always irrational. . The course of true wisdom is that 
of piety —And their honourable men are famished, and their 
multitude are parched with thirst: The penalty takes its form 
from the sin. The pampered glutton is left to starve; the 
drunken crowd cannot get a drop to drink, 

Verse 14—Therefore Sheol hath enlarged her desire: The 
world of the departed is more insatiable than ever; and all 
this reveling multitude shall be swept into its opened jaws. 
— Opened her mouth: The figure is taken from the fate which 
befell the company of Dathan and Abiram (Num. 16 : 30, 32). 

Verse 15.—The result of this infliction is to abase the pride 
of men of every rank from the lowest to the highest. 

Verse 16.—But Jehovah of hosts: The God of the universe, 
the hosts of heaven and of earth (Gen. 2: 1), all the objects 
and forces of nature in their orderly array and prompt obedi- 
ence to the divine will, regarded as a vast army controlled 
and led by him.—ZJs ézalied in judgment: His supremacy, 
which thoughtless sinners disregard, is made conspicuous by 
the judgments which overthrow the wicked.—And God the 
Holy One is sanctified in righteousness: He is shown.to be the 
holy God that he really is by the righteous displays of his 
omnipotence in punishing the ungodly. 

Verse 17,—Then shall the lambs feed as in their pasture: The 
region now 80 populous, and tenanted by jovial God-regardless 
multitudesp shall be depopulated and desolated till it becomes 
like a vacant pasture-ground, in which lambs may feed undis- 
turbed.— And the waste places of the fat ones: The_ruined prop- 
erties of the rich, now so elegant and showy, but which will 
then be deserted and laid waste.—Shall wanderers (marg., Or, 
strangers) eat: The gay and wealthy residents will have 
disappeared, and all that remains of their possessions shall 
serve to feed the chance passers-by. 

Verse 18.— Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of 
vanity: Who laboriously bring guilt upon themselves, as 
though they were drawing heavy weights towards them by 
cords and cart-ropes. Some suppose the meaning to be that 
the sinner is, as it were, harnessed to the punishment which 
he is dragging after him. 

Verse 19.-—That say, Let him make speed: This is the lan- 
guage of incorrigible transgressors, who openly defy the divine 
judgments, and, in their disbelief of the threatened punish- 
ment of their sin, ironically utter the wish that God would 
send it soon. ; 

Verse 20.—To these profane scoffers is added 4 wo upon 
those who pervert the very nature of things, by reversing all 
moral distinctions, “that call evil good, and good evil;” 
the same idea being figuratively expressed as confounding 
darkness and light, bitter and sweet. They not only do what 
is wrong, but do it without compunction. They glory in their 
shame, and seem to have lost all sense of right and wrong. 

Verse 21.—A wo is here pronounced upon those who, in 
the arrogance of their own reason, insist upon taking their 
own predetermined course, regardless of the counsels of friends 
or of the teachings of the Word of God. 

Verse 22.——Men whose heroism lies in drinking wine, and 
whose virtue consists in mingling strong drink, are once more 
denounced; in this instance, with special reference to those 
who occupy official positions, and who are not only in danger 
of malfeasance in office from the stupefying effect of intoxi- 
cating drinks, but who actually prostitute thfeir office for the 
sake of procuring the means to indulge their base appetite.— 
To mingle strong drink is to add to its strength or heighten its 
flavor by the infusion of spices or other ingredients. 

Verse 23.— Who justify the wicked for a reward: They can 
be bribed to pass sentence in favor of the guilty and against 
the innocent, thus poisoning the administration of justice at 
its source. It is plain that the word “justify” here has not 
an ethical, but a forensic, sense. It does not mean to make 
one just or righteous, but to pronounce one to be just, to 
declare that he is just. It is indicative, not of personal char- 
acter, but of legal status. This is important to a correct 
understanding of “justification” in ite religious sense, which 
is not to be confounded with sanctification, as though it meant 
the impartation of inward holiness, but simply means to be 
accounted righteous, or accepted and treated as righteous, not 
for the sinner’s own merits, but for the merits of Christ.— 
—And take away the righteousness of the righteous from him: 
That is, deprive of his right him who has law and justice on 
his side. Tribunals of justice are intended to rectify oppres- 
sion and wrong, but when they are themselves perverted to 
iniquity and injustice, the case is beyond remedy, and human 





governments offer no redress. 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 


TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 
REVIEW AND TEMPERANCE. 


A man may sell out himself to any sin. Any virtue may 
be put out of due’ proportion, become sin and all-absorbing, 
That is intemperance. 

Rehoboam, Lesson 1, raised due respect for his own opinion 
into pride and muleishness, Jeroboam, Lesson 2, had from 
God the promise of prosperity based on the laws of the uni- 
verse. But he had such an intemperate estimate of his own 
wisdom, that he thought his tricky policy more than a match 
for laws that control the realms of intelligence. In Lesson 4, 
we see a people so drunk with sin, and so depraved in intellect 
and will, that they could not decide between the claims of 
Jehovah snd Baal, In Lesson 6, Ahab is so desirous of a bit 
of a vineyard that he hesitates not at having perpetrated in 
his name forgery, perjury, and murder. I have heard a man 
say he would cross a field swept by musketry and grape-shot 
to getadrink. Ahab crossed worse to get dirt and death. 
In Lesson 11, poor Gehazi dared every peril, and risked every 
good, for a talent of silver. He certainly had an intemperate 
desire for that metal, It is not better than every good, nor 
so valuable as to make us take with it every evil. 

Men may be as intemperate in appetite as in pride, policy, 
and covetousness. 

We see in our lesson thove who drink early and late, with 
music and sociability to incite them (v.12). Asa result they 
are blind to God’s work (v. 12),—they are slaves, ignorant, 
dried up with thirst (v. 13); hell opens for them (¥. 14). 

The terrible tendency, if not necessity, of a sinner in small 
matters to become one in great matters, appears in verse 18, 
Woe to them that draw iniquity with the cords of vanity,—a 
light matter; they shall go on to draw sin with a cart rope, 
Some of these cords of vanity are mentioned. 1. Unbelief in 
God’s threate,—“ Who's afraid?” (v. 19.) 2. They call evil 
good (v.20), This habit and that is good for them. “Let the 
little people and weak men be afraid, we strong men know 
what is good for us.” 8, They are conceited, wise in their 
own eyes (v. 20), What they think prudent, others sea to be 
folly. They let buildings for saloons, or sell liquor, and insist 
that it is their right todo so. Wiser than physicians, more 
astute than their anxious friends, they go down the stream to 
a Niagara ahead, 4. Their principal mightiness is to drink 
wine, and their strength to mingle stronger and stronger 
drinks (v. 22). 5. Their final state is such perversity that 
they take bribes at elections, or buy votes for themselves, and 
make laws that take away the righteousness of good men, 
Then God deals with him. He is no longer abusing his own 
person merely, but he is a Pharaoh to Israel, 

Denver, Oolo. 
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ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM EWING. 


Wor Unto Tuem.”—One of the constant premonftory 
symptoms of decay in ancient civilizations has been the fall- 
ing of the people into luxury and indulgence in intoxicating 
drinks. The passage from Isaiah before us shows how strongly 
temperance reformers in ages long past felt it necessary to 
protest against this form of license, while the stringency with 
which reformatory measures were sometimes enforced would 
perhaps surprise the advocates of prohibition to-day. The 
crusade against drink is no new thing under the sun. The 
voice of the missionary has often been heard on this subject, 
and hitherto most frequently in the language of complaint, 
Where civilization has touched the dark places of the earth, it 
has too often brought an ill-assorted pair of gifts,—the gospel 
and strong drink, a blessing and a curse. The missionary, whose 
joy it would be to prove the pioneer to wholesale commeree, 
has been condemned to see his work retarded by the havoc 
strong drink, introduced by his gold-loving countrymen, has 
wrought among primitive races. 

Isatan’s Lawp.—The land for whose welfare Isaiah was 
so concerned has passed through many vicissitudes since 
his time: brief moments of prosperity, long peridds of ad- 
versity, The sins of that generation were visited upon their 
heads, or upon the heads of their children. Long cen- 
‘turies the land has “kept sabbath,” the wide silence of 
desolation unbroken by the voice of mirth. Better days seem 
to be dawning again for Palestine, but with the breaking 
light we can see old dangers threatening. Returning civili- 
zation brings, alas! its vices as well as its virtues. The 
increase of drunkenness during the last few years—I speak 
chiefly of Galilee, which I know—has been truly alarming. 
No one can visit Haifa without being impressed with the 
salutary influence exercised by the German colony there. 
Within a comparatively short time, the whole aspect of the 
place has been changed,—altogether for the better. All honor 
to the high-hearted men who, having come to the land froni 
religious motives, have songht to exemplify their religion in 
their lives! But in ong respect their influence is not good. 
The traveler will uoderstand what is meant when, beside the 





neat little cottages, each with its Scripture text engraved in 
stone over the doorway, he finds a brewery. What may 










































































































be taken with comparative safety by the more phlegmatic 
‘Westerns, sets the hot Syrisn blood on fire. It seems cer- 
tain that the influence of those who in most matters may 
shfely be taken as exar-ples, has much to do with the grow- 
ing use of alcoholic liquors in this country. The liquor most 
consumed by the natives, who, as a rule, are very poor, is a 
cheap, crude spirit called arak, distilled chiefly from grapes, 
a-small quantity of which is sufficient to turn a sober man 
into a raving maniac. 

Jews anv Curistians,—The Jews ate, on the whole, tem- 
perate; and, while they use alcohol frequently, very seldom 
drink to excess. An exception, however, must be made for 
Purim, when the Jews are permitted to go any length, and 
when many a rebbi might truthfully make the words of Long- 
fellow’s rabbi his own,—all save the first line: 

“My fame extends from west to east, 

‘And always, at the Purim feast, 

‘Tam as dronk as any beast that wallows in his sty; 

The wine it so elateth me, 

That I no difference can see 

Between ‘ Accursed Haman be’ and ‘ Blessed be Mordecai!’” 
Among Christians belonging to the various churches, the 
number of drunkards is increasing. Moslems, as is well 
known, are forbidden to taste alcoholic drink; but, notwith- 
standing this prohibition, there are many who, having begun 
. te drink in secret, haye at length thrown off disguise, and 
indulge freely. Only a few weeks ago the governor of Naza- 
reth died, a victim to this disastrous habit. Ten or fifteen 
years ago it would have been difficult to find a place in Naza- 
reth where strong drink was sold. Now there are at least 
fifteen well-known houses where the youth of Nazareth spend 
their evenings and very much idle time during the week and 
on Sundays playing dice and cards, and drinking. Revently, 
billiards have been added to the attractions of such houses. 
There gambling goes on to an extent hardly credible. The 
evil is one which has grown quietly, if swiftly, and as yet the 
missionaries have not seen their way to take united action 
against it. But the time for this cannot be far distant. The 
growth of this evil habit offers perhaps the strongest threat 
to the budding flower of Christian civilization. 

*“Taxe Away THE RicuTrovsness oF THE RIGHTEOUS.” 
The hand of the oppressor, who, “for a reward,” justifies the 
wicked, and takes away the righteousness of the righteous, 
is still heavy in Palestine. Dr. Vartan is the agent in 
Nazareth of the Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society. 
Some years ago he bought a piece of land, built a comfortable 
‘house, and a long-cherished hope of erecting a hospital for 
the relief of the suffering poor in Galilee seemed about to be 
realized. He was unable fully to meet the demands of unjust 
Officials for bribes, and they set themselves earnestly to work 
him injury. This they did to such good purpose that a year 
ago the government took forcible possession of the property, 
giving for it a mere fraction of its value, It*is only right to 
say that but for an unfortunate mistake made by the officers 
of his society in too readily accepting as final the assurances 
of the Turkish ambassador in London, the doctor might yet 
have been in possession of his property; but the incident 
well illustrates the character of the rulers in Palestine. 

Tiberias, Syria. 


MISSIONARY LESSON. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Isa. 11 : 1-10.) 








Play on the hole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the cockatrice’ den. 

9 They shall not hurt nor de- 
stroy in al} my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lorp, as the 
waters cover the sea. 

10 { Andé4n that day there shall 
be a root of Jés’se, which shall 
stand for an ensign of the people; 
to it shall the Gén’tiles seek: and 





9 They shall not purt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain: for 
the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LorD, as the 
waters cover the sea. 

10 And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that the root of Jesse, 
which standeth for an ensign 
of the peoples, unto him shall 
the nations seek ; and his rest- 


| shalt likewise be transformation of the material and 



























































’ COMMON VERSION. 

1 And there shall come forth a 
rod out of the stem of Jés’se, and 
a Branch shal) grow out of bis 


roots: 

‘2 And the Spirit of the Lorp 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the LORD; 

.8 And shal) make him of quick 
understanding in the fear of the 
Lord: and he shall not judge 
after the sight of his eyes, neither 
Teprove after the hearing of his 
ears: 

4 But with righteousness shall 
he judge the poor, and reprove 
with equity for the meek of the 
earth: and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, 
ahd with the breath of his lips 
ahall he slay the wicked. 

_5 And righteousness shall be 
the girdle of his loins, and faith- 
fulness the girdle of his reins. 

6 The wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard shall 
Me Gown with the kid; and the 
Calf and the young lion and the 

together; and a little 
shall lead them. 

7 And) the cow and the bear 
shall feed; their young ones shall 
Me down together: and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. 

8 And the sucking child shall 





REVISED VERSION. 

1 And there shall come forth a 
shoot out of the stock of Jesse, 
and a branch out of his roots 

2 shall bear fruit: and the spirit 
of the Lorp shall rest upon 
him} the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear 

8 of the LorD; and" his * delight 
shall bein the fear of the Lorp: 
and he shall not judge after the 
sight of his eyes, neither *re- 
prove after the hearing of his 

4 ears: but with righteousness 
shall be judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the 
meek of the ‘earth: and he 
shall smite the ‘earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay 

5 the wicked. And righteous- 
ness shall be the girdle of his 
loins, and faithfulness the gir- 

6 die of his reins. And the wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling 
together; and a little child 

7 shall lead them. And the cow 
and the bear shall feed; their 
young ones shall lie down to- 
gether: and the lion shall eat 

8 straw like the ox. And the 
sucking child shall play on 
the hole of the asp, and the 
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his rest shall be glorious. 
10r, adder’s *Heb. glory. 
The American ay ee would substitate the margin for “ reprove” 
in verse 3, and also for the same word in. verse 4; they would also substi- 
tute “ Jehovah” for ‘the Lonp” throughout. 
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CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 1,.—And there shall come forth a shoot out of the 
stock of Jesse: The coming Messiah was the hope of Israel. 
It is the habit of the prophets, from every calamity of the 
present, and every deliverance of the proximate future, to 
look away to the great Deliverer and Saviour and the bless- 
ings which he would introduce. In the closing verses of the 
preceding chapter (Isa. 10 : 33, 34) the sudden and miracu- 
lous overthrow of the Assyrian host under Sennacherib is 
figuratively represented as the cutting down of an immense 
forest, in contrast with which a slender shoot is seen springing 
up from the stock of Jesse. The royal houee of Judah, to the 
prophet’s eye, is overthrown, and there is no remaining pros- 
pect of its restoration. The same thing is. intimated by its 
being denominated the stump, not of David, but of Jesse} it has 
ceased to be regarded as a royal house, and is reduced to the 
condition of Jesse before David was elevated to the throne,— 
that of an ordinary citizen. Yet its vitality was not destroyed. 
From this house, in this reduced condition, shall sprout forth 
a scion, who shall rule the earth in righteousness and peace, 
and banish all that is hurtful and noxious fromthe world. 
There could not be a more exact description of the situa- 
tion when Jesus was born in Bethlehem.—And a branch out 
of his roots: An expression parallel to the preceding, and still 
farther descriptive of the seeming lowly origin of this off- 
spring of an ancient house.—Shall tear fruit: It shall be 
no barren, useless twig, but be the bearer of incalculable 
blessings. 

Verse 2.—And the spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him: The 
Holy Spirit shall descend. upon him (Acts 10 : 38; Matt. 3: 
16), and shall endow him with celestial gifts in a superabun- 
dant measure, which are here grouped in three pairs, not 
intended as an exhaustive statement, nor distinguished with 
scientific exactness, but setting forth in an illustrative way 
the richness and variety of his intellectual, practical, and 
spiritual qualifications for his great work. This divine spirit 
should impart to him “ wisdom and understanding,”—a clear 
insight into, and just apprehensions of, men and things, 
especially spiritual things.—Cownsel and’ might: Ability to 
devise and strength to execute.—The knowledge and the fear of 
Jehovah: That piety in an eminent sense which is character- 
ized by an intimate acquaintance with the Most High, and 
devout reverence for him. 

Verse 3.—And his delight shall be in the fear of Jehovah: 
The literal meaning of the Hebrew is “ his scent.” 
figure drawn from the sense of smell both as a source of grati- 
fication and of ready perception, as expressed in the margin 
and in the Authorized Version (“of quick understanding”). 
He shall thus be in character and qualifications a model 
ruler. This is then illustrated by his judicial acts, the 
administration of justice being one of the most important 
functions of ancient sovereigns, and one which most vitally 
affected the welfare of their subjects. His decision shall be 
impartial. 

Verse 4.—Even-handed justice shall be awarded to all,—to 
the poor as well ‘as to the rich, to the meek as well as to the 
clamorous,—and his decisions shall be enforced by irresistible 
power. He need but utter the word, and the earth shall be 
smitten and the wicked slain. The kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus is one of outward force, but of spiritual power. It is 
advanced by the word of the gospel, which is the power of 
God unto salvation, and is attended by the almighty energy 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 5.—His attributes of righteousness and faithfulness 
are here represented as the dress with which he is invested, 
or, rather, the girdle by which he is encircled. 

Verses 6, 7.—His reign shall restore the peacefulness of 
paradise, when all animosities shall be laid aside, when 
the most ferocious and savage natures shall be tamed, when 
hostility and strife shall give place to mutual love and friend- 
ship. This is represented by a figure drawn from animals 
that are accustomed to prey upon one another, but which 
shall henceforth dwell amicably together, and shall require 
no constraint, so that a child can control them. 

Verse 8.—Even venomous reptiles shall be harmless, and 
be safe playthings for infant children. The question has 
been raised, whether the language here employed has a 
literal as well as a figurative sense,—whether, in addition to 





the moral and spiritual changes in the nature of men, there 
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animals share the curse pronounced upon the sin of man, it 
has been supposed that they may likewise participate in the 
blessings of that reign under which this curse is removed. 
And this seems to have some warrant in Romans 8 ; 19-21. 
‘Verse 9.—They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain: The “mountain” may be Zion (Psa. 2: 6), as the 
center and seat of God’s earthly kingdom, or it may be Pales- 
tine, as a mountain land (Exod. 15 : 17), representing this 
kingdom in its Old Testament forty. All that is evil or 
injurious shall be removed or transformed.—For the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah: True piety shall every- 
where abound.— As the waters cover the s8a : ‘The image is sug- 
gestive of universality, of wide extent, of copious abundance. 


Princeton Theological Seminary. . 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


BY H. B. TRISTRAM, D.D., LL.D., F.B.S., 
Canon OF DURHAM. 


“Tuere Saati Come rortu a Rop out or THE STEM OF 
JEssz, AND A Brancu SHALL Grow out or ‘His Roots,”— 
Sennacherib was on his invading march. His boast was © 
that he would eut down the tall cedars and the choicé 
fir-trees of Lebanon; but Jehovah (Isa. 10: 32) warns him 
that he should stop short of Jerusalem. He should only 
shake his hand against it from Nob (a village north of 
the city), while the Lord would cut down the thickets 
of. the forest--that is, his serried battalions—with iron; 
and Lebanon should fall by a mighty one,—that is, the As- 
syrian, compared to a cedar of Lebanon (Ezek. 31:3). Now, 
it is a character of the cedar and of the fir,—in fact, of the 
pine tribe, to which both belong,—that, when once cut down, 
they disappear forever. They are incapable of sending up 
shoots either from the trunk or the root. Thus, to threaten 
to destroy a place “like a pine-tree” was a metaphorical 
expression for destroying it utterly, so that it never should 
exist again. But the house of David, on the contrary, is 
compared, in verse 1, to a vine, the vitality of which is not 
affected by any cutting. The rod will still shoot from the 
stem, the branch shall still spring from the root. However 
low the hotse of David may seem to have fallen, it shall 
spring up again in the Messiah, while the mighty Assyrian, 
great as the cedar, shall perish utterly. 

» “Tae Woir Sati Dwey wits THe Lams,” etco.—In 
the country and time of Isaiah, wild beasts abounded to an 
extent which we can scarcely realize, as indeed they did, and 
do, in all well-wooded and thinly peopled regions of warm 
climates, before the introduction of firearms. The wolf, the 
leopard, the lion, and the bear, were all too familiar to the 
inhabitant/of Judea. The wolf and the leopard are still 
there, though the latter is uncommon; the bear has retreated 
to the forests of the North, to Hermon and Lebanon; while 
the lion is quite extinct. Yet lions still roamed over the 
plain of Sharon, and bears lurked in the thickets of Carmel, 
so late s the times of the Crusades, whose historians often 
mention them. There is much force in the juxtaposition of 
the different creatures. Each wild beast is coupled vith its 
favorite prey. The wolf still, as of old, attacks. the sheep- 
folds, especially in the bill country of Judea. “The wolf 
catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep” (John 10:12) The 
leopard prowls among the precipices and cliffs, where the 
wolf cannot climb, and springs upon the goats which browse 
among the rocks. To use a homely illustration, the wolf and 
the leopard differ in their mode of seeking prey, exactly as 
do the dog and the cat. Then, the lion spurns smaller game, 
and lies in ambush till he may spring upon the cattle in the 
evening. The bear, too, generally selects the larger animals 
for its victims,—in Norway, for example, selecting the horse. 

FULFILMENT.—Both figures of our lesson are truly fulfilled 
in missidnary experience and history. Did not the branch 
grow out of the roots of the gospel vine in Madagascar, when, 
after the cruel Queen Radama had cut down, and, as she 
fondly dreamed, exterminated, the plant that had been set 
there, and no trace of it could be seen aboveground for a 
generation, when the persecutor’s hand was laid low, then 
the truth, rooted in the hearts of the seven thousand in Israel, 
sent forth “a rod out of the stem of Jesse,” and the Church 
of Madagascar has filled the land? The vine of the good news 
of Christ Jesus takes root in the heart downwafds, and bears 
fruit in the life upwards, Those cedars of Lebanon, those choice 
fir-trees, the beautiful mythology of old Greece, the gorgeous 
idolatries of old Rome,—where are they? Cut down like the 
tall cedar, never to rise again. Who will ever resuscitate the 
degrading worships of Egypt, or the weird superstitions and 
bloody rites of Pheenicia? They are utterly perished, as the 
choice fir-tree when felled. But the gospel, persecuted, hid- 
den, it may be, for a while, like the buried roots of the vine, 
yet ever lives again, and sends forth its shoots into other and 
distant lands. Is not the wolf dwelling with the lamb, when, 
in little more than a generation, the Wesleyan missions in 
Fiji have converted a nation of habitual cannibals into peace- 
ful Christians, not a heathen remaining, and eleven hundred 





houses of prayer gathering a whole people into the fold? The 
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cannibalism is but a of the hideous past, and the 
ieail aeapecte uagher Wa is acragenn ol ve Sith 
him in telling the same taleof love. Thecalf and the young 
lion and the fatling are coming together, when, in the heart 
of Central Africa, the white man is received, and the whilom, 
persecutor welcomes the messenger from afar, “who tells him 
of a purer and better hope than all the dreams of Mohammed 
can offer” The cow and the bear are feeding, when a race 
the most degraded and dark is lifted into hope and Chris- 
tianity like Bechuanaland, and the message of the hero Moffat 
is still heard, though he have gone before. 





WORK AND WORKERS. 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1891. 














West Virginia, state, at Graftom.....ceisscessereeseseres March 17-19 
North Carolina, state, at Fayetteville.............»0»00 March 24-26 
South Carolina, state, at Laurens C. E...,..March 31 to April 2 
Florida, state, at Osala........ . sseseeseApril 7-9 
AIADSMAA, BIO. 00006500 sncees sorcceees eccccceds coscceses cocdscons April 14-16 
Georgia, state, at Columbub..........s000+ ssseverreseeseseee April 21-23 
Mississippi, state, at Greenville............0000. sree seeves April 28-30 
Louisiana, state, at New Orleans....c..0, ..0s0, ssserere- aseeee May 5-7 
Texas, state, at Paris..........cccseses ssoseres May 12-14 
Kansas, state, at Emporia., aor seseee May 12-14 
Ohio, state, at Marietta........0+ +.» »-June 2-4 
Nebraska, state, at Holdridge..............++» saab waite June 9-11 
Towa, state, at Mason City....... ....sssee sovesees edeosensutops June 16-18 


Pennsylvania, state, at Bethlehem............ .»... September 22-24 

Mra, W. F. Crafts, president of the International Primary 
Union, and Mr. William Reynolds, superintendent of organiza- 
tion of the International Association, expect to attend all the 
Southern conventions, and some of the others, 





EXAMINATIONS IN BIBLE KNOWLEDGE. 


Competitive examinations in connection with Bible 
study are arranged for as a part of the course in instruc- 
tion in many a Sunday-school, as also in the normal 
departments of Chautauqua assemblies and of denomina- 
tional Sunday-school agencies. A more extensive plan 
of examinations has been’ outlined by the American 
Institute of Sacred Literature, as already stated in these 
pages, Dr. William R. Harper, principal of the schools 
of this Institute, makes the following announcement 
concerning the plan of examinations for the year 1891: 


“ A year ago the American Institute of Satred Litera- 
ture announced a curriculum of examinations, one of 
which was successfully carried through in 1890, In 
accordance with the policy then adopted, this institution 
offers to any person, or group of persons, an examination 
upon any biblical topic, and awards certificates for all 
meritorious work. 

“ By this means a minister, a Bible teacher, or non- 
professional Bible student, having completed the study 
of a certain biblical subject, may be provided with a set 
of comprehensive and suggestive question’ which will 
show him whether or not he has grasped the essential 
facts of the subject, its teachings, its relation tothe Bible 
9s a whole, and its historica] and literary value. 

“ Two general examinations are offered for 1891. The 
first is upon the Gospel of John, and will be of special 
interest to those who take up the study of that Gospel 
with the International Sunday-school lessons beginning 
July, 1891. Tue second takes up the life of the Christ 
based upon the four Gospels, and is primarily intended 
for the many who are this year engaged in the special 
study of this topic. 

“In order that the questions may be adapied to all 
classes of persons, they are prepared in four grades, as 
follows: (1) The advanced grade for ministers, theologi- 
cal students, and persons who have done close and criti- 
cal work ; (2) the progressive grade for the members of 
adujt Bible classes who have done a less amount of work 
upon the subject; (8) the intermediate grade for Bible 
classes, the members of which are from fifteen to twenty 
years of age; (4) the elementary grade for those whd are 
from ten to fifteen years of age. 

“Careful study of the Sunday-school lessons with the 
usual helps ought to be a sufficient preparation for these 
tests. Thorough study by any method whatever will 
prepare a student to answer the first two grades of the 
questions. Special helps are suggested to all those who 
wish to prepare themselves for a higher grade. 

“The examinations will take place January 15, 1892. 
They will be conducted by special examiners, of whom 
there are already more than one thousand appointed by | "7 
the Institute. Wherever, in any place which can be 





“ All examinees are furnished with an examination 
direction sheet containing suggestions for work and help- 
ful outlines, 

Certificates will be awarded to all those whose papers 
reach an average of seventy percent, These will be of 
three classes,—A, B, or C,—according to the standard 
attained. The individual results of the examination are 
nat made public, but are known only to the examiner, 
the examinee, and the Institute instructors. 

“ This work can best be-made universal by a multi- 
plicity of examiners. A special appeal is therefore 
made to all ministers, Sunday-school superintendents, 
or Bible-class teachers who are willing to become special 
examiners, to send in their names at once. 

“ All these, and also all individuals or groups who 
desire to take one or both of these examinations, should 
write immediately to William R. Harper, New Haven, 
Connecticut, who will receive and give prompt attention 
to all inquiries.” 





_ BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


eeipactlieenpenitin 
WESTCOTT’S EDITION OF THE EPISTLE 
TO THE HEBREWS* 


Since the publication of this, the latest volume from 
Dr. Westcott’s pen, all of the official titles which follow 
his name on the first page have been exchanged for that 
of Bishop of Durham, where he succeeds, not unworthily, 
the worthy name of Lightfoot. Itis probable, therefore, 
in view of the absorbing claims of so important an Eng- 
lish episcopate upon so conscientious a man, that Dr. 
Westcott’s literary and scholarly work is nearly at an 
end; if that be so, the world at large is as impoverished 
by his elevation as the University of Cambridge certainly 
must be, where his presence and teaching have been the 
inspiration of so many generations of students. And 
whether it be his last expository work or not, this book 
on the Epistle to the Hebrews will probably be regarded 
as the crown of his exegetical labors, the ripest fruit of 
his rare scholarship and subtle spiritual intuition; nor 
is it likely that he could find another subject, either in 
biblical or patristic literature, so congenial as this to his 
own mind, 

In this commentary, Dr. Westcott is seen not so much 
writing about the first century as interpreting for the 
nineteenth century. Believing, as he does, that the date 
of this Epistle is near the time of that great crisis in the 
Jewish world which was caused by the siege and fall of 
their city, he is not slow to see in the convulsion and 
confusion .of that time a mirror of our own times, in 
which astonishing changes follow one another so quickly 
that it sometimes seems to the timorous as though reli- 
gion itself would disappear, along with the many things 
which God is folding up,and putting by. Hence Dr. 
Westcott writes with an emotion unusual in a com- 
mentator. “No work,” says he, “in which I have ever 
been allowed to spend many years of continuous labor 
hag had for me the same intense human interest as the 
study of the Epistle to the Hebrews.” It is clear that a 
bbok written under such feelings will not be an ordinary 
commentary upon the conventional text; it will not be 
confined to grammar, illustrations, and homiletical re- 
marks. The document itself, under his hands, ceases to 
be Palestinian; and the “sundry times and divers man- 
ners” which are asserted to have limited and qualified 
the divine revelation are seen to include our own times 
and our modern ways of thinking. 

The Greek text which is followed in this edition is, as 
was to be expected, that of the New Testament published 
by Westcott and Hort in 1881. The punctuation, the 
notation of doubtful passages by brackets, and the use of 
a distinctive type for the quotations from the Old Testa- 
ment, are all reproduced, as far as ong can see, from the 
larger edition. There is; however, one exception, which 
is noticeable, in regard to the use of the quotations-from 
the Old Testament. In Hebrews 10 : 87 the text of 
Westcott and Hort’s complete New Testament prints the 
words “ For yet A LITTLE WHILE” so as to intimate a quo- 
tation from Isaiah 26: 20, prefixed to a quotation from 
Habakkuk (“ He that shall come will come”), Butin 
the present volume the prefixed sentence is no longer 
given as a quotation, and one gathers from the notes that 
Dr. Westcott regards it now as merely a conventional 
form of expression. Whether he is right or not it is diffi- 
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cult paren The expression (“A little while, how slap 
indeed !””) is singular enough as regards the Greek text 
of the Septuagint, and no less peculiar in the New Tes-' 
tament, (It occurs, however, as a variant, in the Codex : 
Bezae in Luke 5:38.) While one’s attention is on this’ 
subject of quotation, it may be well to remember that 
there will always be a margin of uncertainty in reference’ 
to these coincidences of language between the Old and 
New Testaments. Some persons will think that a coinci- 
dence suggested in the text is due to an over-refined 
criticism ; others will think that a freer use of the dis- 
tinctive type would be advantageous. For example, in 
Hebrews 12: 3 the important word in the last clause. 


(“that ye be not weary nor faint in your minds”) is evi-. 


dently the word “ faint;” for it furnishes the link with 
the next sentence, a quotation from Proverbs 8: 11, in 
which we are advised not to “ faint when we are rebuked 
ofhim.” It might, then, be urged that this word should 
be printed in the distinctive type. It certainly would be 
80 printed by Westcott and Hort if it had followed the 
quotation from Proverbs, And the connection is much 
the same whether it precede or follow. 

Again, in Hebrews 11 : 26 the words“ the reproach of 
the Christ” are printed in the special type, because Drs,” 
Westcott and Hort regard them as an adaptation of two 
passages in the Psalms,—one, Psalm 68 : 9 (“the re- 
proaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon 
me”); the other, Psalm 89: 50, 51 (‘Consider how I 
bear in my bosom the reproach of all the mighty people; 
wherewith they have reproached the footsteps of thine 
Anointed,” —or Christ). And certainly the early Church . 
seems to havé interpreted these passages of the Psalter 
in the manner indicated by Westcott and Hort; for we 
have a well-known passage in Romans 15 : 8 which 
makes the same connection: “ For even Christ pleased 
not himself, but, as it is written, the reproaches of them 
that reproached thee are fallen upon me”). Hence there-, 
proach of the Christ which Moses is said to have accepted. 
But if it is right to make this identification between the 
texts of the two Testaments, surely the same thing ought 
to be pointed out in Hebrews 18: 14, where the attention 
of the reader is again drawn to the reproach of Christ, in 
the words, “Let us therefore go unto him without the 
camp, bearing his reproach,” 

But, as has been said, this matter of printing of thé 
texts quoted fromthe Old Testament will always haved’ 
penumbra of doubtful cases, where we depend, not upon 
any certainty as to the use of the Old Testament books,’ 
but upon the critical keenness and individual judgment 
of good scholars, Of one thing, however, we may be 
sure; and that is, that no finer biblical and theological: 
education can be found than the patient study of the use 
of the Old Testament in the New. The man who can 
master the problems contained in the parts of the New. 
Testament which Westcott and Hort print in uncial 
typ¢ will be no ordinary scholar, and more than an 
incipient in divinity. 

Returning now fora moment to the question of the 
text, it is to be observed that the reader will find much 
excellent information as to the authorities for the dif- 
ferent readings and the manner if which they group 
themselves. A special section is devoted to this subject 
at the beginning of the book ; the text is accompanied 
by an under-line of the chief critical authorities; and, 
furthier, the expository notes throw great light, not only 
on the manner of structure of the text, but also on the 
way in which we ought to translate it. It need not be 
said that all of this work represents a lifetime of study 
by a devoted scholar. At the same time it must be con- 
fessed that the lapse of time has not made it any easier 
for us to believe in the genuineness of the text, “Ye 
are not come to a material and kindled fire ” (Heb, 12: 
18), in place of “ Ye are not come to the mount that 
raight be touched, and that burned with fire; ” nor can 
we think that in the seventh verse of the same chapter, 
the words “ it is for chastening ye endure” will ever sue- 
ceed in permanently displacing the reading of the re 
ceived text, “If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with sons.” But these are points which will not: 
be judged accurately until we have further light on the® 
trnth or error of the general principles upon which the 
famous Greek text of 1881 was constructed. 


4 
Few living Americans have had so long continued an 
education, or so varied a career, as William Everett,— 
graduate of Harvard and of Cambridge, England; LL.B. 
and Ph.D. by residential study ; Unitarian minister; can- 
didate for Congress; poet; Latinist; teacher; and write?’ 
of juvenile stories, There is no anti-climax in the last 
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statements; for no education is too long, and no experi- 
ence too heterogeneous, to turn to service in the instruo- 
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tion of boys. After twenty years’ silence as 
a story-teller, Dr. Everett returns to the 
juvenile division of his work by issuing 
Thine, not Mine (a sequel to Changing 
Base); a spirited, interesting, and whole- 
some story of the nobility of loving ser- 
vice and true friendship in boy life, and 
in the life of the world, (7X5 inches, 
cloth, illustrated, pp. vii, 297. Boston: 
Roberts Brothers. Price, $1.25.) 





Altogether the most valuable of Ameri- 
can editions of Mother Goose is Mr. 


- William H. Whitmore’s rdissue, with 


notes, of The C<iginal Mother’ Goose's 
Melody, a8 first printed by John Newbery, 
of London, about 1760,—here reproduced 
in fae-simile from the edition as reprinted 
by Isaiah Thomas, the fioted Worcester 
printer and historian of printing, about 
1785, Mr. Whitmore, as his title intimates, 
rejects as mythical the late W. A. 
Wheeler’s theory that Mother Goose was 
Elizabeth Goose, mother-in-law of Thomas 
Fleet, a Boston printer, alleged to have 
issued the first Mother Goose book in 
1719. Mr, Whitmore makes a strong 
ease, and henceforth a heavy burden of 
proof must rest nm the Elizabeth Goose 
advocates. (9}X<7 inches, paper, pp. 78. 


_ Albany: Joel Munsell’sSons, Price, $2.00.) 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


| A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday Schiool Times is given each week. The 
fegular edition thie week for subscribers ia 
154,000.copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The ad ertis- 


ing rateis $1.25 per line, with discounts of from 


5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each és- 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of. space, 
weekly, fora shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
auch @ position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, 80 far as it will not conflict with 
earliercontracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
theadvertising pages. All advertising, however, 
Conditioned onanappearanceupon the last page, 
will be charged'an advanee of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates. 

Coughs.—-" Brown’s Bronchial Troches” 
are used with advantage to alleviate coughs, 
éore-throat, hoarseness, and bronchial affec- 
tions. 25 cents a box. 


: Rev. Dr. Robinson calls The Century Dic- 
fionary “the most intelligently beautiful book 
I ever saw.” Send 10 cents (in stamps) to 
The Ceatury Co., N. ¥., for specimen pages. 

For nervous exhaustion, use Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate. Dr. Jason Walker, Minot, 
Maine, says: “I have used it with very pleas- 
ing results.’ I have prescribed it for nervous 
exhaustion ; for that state of the nervous sys- 
tem following exposure to sun heat; for 
wakefulness in cases seeming to be due to 
nervous debility. Our young man at school 
had such a feeling of confusion in his head 
that he had to leave school. I gave Acid 


Phosphate, and he was soon able to resume 
study.” 











SPECIAL NOTICES. . 





Professer Marsh, author and college president, 
sclyten” ¢ sg “ Practical Shorthand on Seven Simple 
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PENTECOST 


Bible Studies for 1891, entitled 
> S ISRAEL'S APOSTASY,” 


And covering the International Sunday- 
school Lessons for 1801. 


By GEORGE F. PENTECOST, D.D. 


“One of the best helza for Bible students 
published.” 


Price, postpaid, in neat cloth binding, $1.00. 


A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 
761 Broadway, New York. 























. Mr. Gladstone’s series of articles on “The ‘Sasicbeitie 
Scri ” written for The School Times, is now issued in book form 
bya arrangement with their eminent author. These articles on the Bible, 


alae oh oxo, of living statesmen, have commanded publig attention on both 




























“The series of articles under ‘when, aipearing the eminent ex. for The School 
sate ones oh nna a ase Me Bandar meat 
gathered and published in book f yg RL § fist Mr. Gladstone does 
Soe pretend to be & apecianet Te piace ea as a man of wide learning 
classical scholarship, no less ive veges 
Sioteneales ts cae nee “iten of profesionalisin in his den of ‘lth, 
Hence t rendered tothe ith is peculiarly acceptable. In certain 


Sevelegtans slate, SeSeed, Sines Dom onvne weet the concessions which he make es for the sake of 
these days are tar more than counterbalanced by the strength of the general argc. 








most learned L- 3 Nn gy his learnin rel 
his vast and varied ex o uman alters ns nd ia 
such lofti character, that his 


not because Mr. 
but because of his broad intell 
ficial qualities of mind, in connection 
weight, and are fitted ao be so 


he sony naw ng Hy 
aos Sas candid and really earnest inquirers.”— the Advance, Chieago. 
“The book is mark: a oe 
pent eens is in Pree + one 


jar beauties belon to the gifted author. It isrich in 
ment, bei ues Wis Tustrdtions, wide and phiiosophie i in thought.’ And it also has has his 


“The Hon m William Ez po keer i eile rae | men, sta 
He is a great Lcgad man. oud = wies mas o living 


stands second to no living man to-da 
man, 
counsels, When sock & man, bi 


statesman has so many who heed his 
me nestions of state, finds time to take up 
other to ‘ica, it is wise to listen. aly Boriptnre are to one has furnished a series of articles 
upon ‘ The Impreznable Rock of Holy The Doe me School Times. The bandsome volume 
now published contains this entire series, with emendations and additions by the eminent 
author. Itis a book ty mht’ d oung man eaivee young wamnan weet yee wiser and better for reading, 
That it is just as good for the’ iy fathers and and mothers, remains true.”—The Datly Inter-Ocean, Chicago. 

This book shows how the Bible appears to a statesman and man of affairs, after he has carefully weighed the evidence which 
the critics have brought against it. Perhaps Mr. Gladstone’s powers were never used to better B gp than in the writing of 
this book, Those wis have been accustomed to look to oo theologians for the defense of the Bible are anxious to learn what 
are the convictions of such a representative layman r g it. 

A book of 858 pages, handsomely bound in cloth, gilt sy with portrait and facsimile letter of commendation from Mr. 
Gladstone to his American readers. 

Price, $1.00. For sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the publisher. Agents wanted for this and for other books. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Pusuisuer, 1081 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Books 


New Books every week. 
Catalogue, 132 pages, free ; 
not sold by Dealers; prices 
too low; buy of the Pub- 
lisher, JoHN B. ALDEN, 
393 Pearl St.. New York. 


A Pointer for Teachers. 


ey ar ae and number of Schol- 
your class, and a opr. each 
a4) scholar will be seat you F E of the 

H only Sunday School Nerve printed EN- 
TIRELY IN COLORS. Lessons illustrated 
IN COLORS by Special Artists. Address: 


Little Folks Paper, 31 30 Union $q,, N.Y. 


TO S. S. OFFICERS, 


RANSOM’S STANDARD SERIES OF SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL RECORDS, based on familiar figures used 
in graded schools, instead of antiquated methods now 


that should be encouraged, for a healthy y in use, creates better attendance, lessons, collections, 
and new echolars. riptive circular sent free. 


Ned Denon Wns. ith 1 book, 10c. Mention this 
“But,” say some, “we have no time; and, 'D. i. Ransom, 137 Main, Baftulo, N,¥. 
besides, we cannot go to a gymnasium.” ‘You surely can afford rete 
fifteen or thirty minutes a day, and you need not go to a gymnasium, g : 
or provide apparatus, unless you wish to: in fact, you may become i ar for the Libraries. 
your own professors of gymuastics, and attain a beautiful form and One poh gma ena arguments for tem- 
perfect health by an outlay of only 20 cents; for in ‘ a br o bo Protea read,” says The Dane- 
() the April Number of DemorEst’s FamILy MaGa- pas BiB for seang hw agg = oon ar ag 
‘His Prison Bars.’” 12mo, cloth, 256 pp. — Price, 
ZINE (now ready) you will find a thoroughly prac- $1.00. Postage free. FUNK & WAGNALLS, Pub- 
tical and complete course of “ Physical Training,” lishers, 18 and 20 Astor Place, New York. 


by the well-known author and lecturer E. B. War- 
RADSTER UTUIH 


we the _— and 














Ne ait 


4, @ EVERYBODY CAN HAVE ONE. 


The Boys and Girls are all crazy on 
the subject of physical culture, and men and 
women are equally interested. It is a craze 































man, A.M., who is an acknowledged authority on 
the subject. This course gives clearly 4 system of 


Revised 
Bert 
Bb 


exercise that can be practiced at home, without any i £ ei 

apparatus, and each movement is ilhustrated, and the : 23 “3 cp nie 
\ special benefit to be derived from it fully explained, oy wees wi sgoceseee 

so that one may exercise intdlligently to attain a Bebe ttiasene 5 <3 


. desired result. If any particular part of the body 
needs strengthening or developing, the illustrations 
ani descriptions indicate the proper movements to be for Sunday-schools, Send fifteen cents for 
practiced for the purpose; and the exercises recom- samples. Estimates furnished on orders for 
mended are suituble alike for men and boys, wom@n and girls. Mothers, buy the library bog : 
April number for your daughters and sons, and you will certainly become inter- ' R. 8 
~ ested yourselves; your husbands will also, no doubt, join the Family Class. This : 
number also contains an article by Susanna W. Dodds, M.D., on “Thinness; its 
(Causes and Cure”; “ How Art Students Live in New York”; “Mexico, Our Next ; a¥ 4, 8S. bs cewrewn peop No. 2161, 
Neighbor”; “ All Kinds of Kites” (for the boys); “ Useful French Ways of Cook- A serv e and portable of excellent banality, 
ing Eggs”; “Grotesque Ways of Decorating Eggs for Easter”; “How to Grow 4 white panies, beuna in iy printed on ragmade ft 
Palms,” etc., etc., all handsomely illustrated; besides an elegant, Water-Color E.and J. B. YOUNG & CO., Cooper Union, New York. 
(Raster Lily), that is worth framing. DemoreEst’s FamMILy MAGAZINE is for sale by 66 re) XFO RD ” 


all newsdealers ; or, send 20 cents to the Publisher, oa Ama > Bibi 
> ___,W, JENNINGS DEMOREST, 15 East 14th St., New York. T. NELSON & SONS. 33 East {7th St WY. 


ited “ Pansy,” is the best 
The Pansy, <i zine = for boys end’ girls be best maga, and 


ent and r coed ha: 
Company, Pubs., Boston. 


“ ” A series of 48 hand- 
The Story of Joseph.” 4*r'es.of #6 Sena- 
See sf coe. Each setinabox. Price, 
of 48 cards, 30 cents. GOODENOUGH @ WOG- 

M ©O., 122 Nassau Street, New Y 


0,000 
: . 16 pages. 4 filet bain wtne nny an| 40 
nternational Sunday-school lessons. In the coneration of this quarterly, the aim has been n al and Fs 
a brief and simple plan of lesson study which the scholar would undertake, rather than a pred mer a 


one which he would let alone. It is prepared by a skilled worker at lesson-helps. It is cheaper, = TIBBALS 

than Lesson Leayes. Five or more copies, in a package to one address, one cent each per quarter ; four BOOK TPA. 

cents each per year.’ Specimen copies free. 22 eat, ‘ew York. 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Pusiisure, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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REWARD CARDS 


ICKLAND, Albany, N. Y. 
WILL PURCHASE (Including postage) A COPY OF 




















For Scholars. 


The Scholar’s Magazine. a 22 monthly publication, containing wholesome home read- 

for the scholars; also the International Sunday-school lessons. It embodies a new idea in Sunday- 

| literature, and is meeting with a hearty welcome. Subscription price : Twenty-five cents a year ; 

for five or more copies, in @ pac age to one address, one cent each per month, or twelve cents per year. 
Specimen copies free. 


The Scholar’s Lesson Guide, tssued quarterly 
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Rock of Holy 


“On scrij his very name carries weight; and, fortunately, he is a man not only or 
SE FE Pa ER gh a 
; nm the 0 can as . 
holding firmly 1s of granting —3 Lmao re 
SW welebiets tn te dabat tas sania most timely, and, in certain respects, most valuable, contributions - 
that have lately been made to the a a ena felative to the divine inspiration and authority of the 
Scriptures. = ce) is the 
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The Bea of iain 


Time to practice EASTER MUSIC, 1% n0t¥. 


SSL gin darian 


Easter Offering [ , & cantata by Lewis. 


gisceomatne SOCIETIES 


ee the season 


fave eacs nH Pan ube ysccyas 
Pht and EXHIBITIONS 

nae Spin. Reece surg strates Jos 
BOYS mt GIRLS 


who cng wi be delighted to take part in the brilliant 


flower New Fiora’s Poivel 
don New, ower Queen wee Foden, Seingtom 
[25 cts.; , Gypsey Queen [' 


pe hy hy Send for 


Much attractive Exhibition Music is 
found in School Collections. 
eee School Songs [35 cts.; $3.60 os Golden 

8 cts. eee | action brags br L. 0, 
Ghap First in Song Reading (30 cts.; §3 doz. } 
Any book mailed, postpaid, for retail price, 


OLIVER DITSON COMPANY, Boston. 


J. BE. Drrsonm & Co., 1228 Chestnut St, Philadelphia. 








all kinds will find something 
to suit them among the following new and 
superior collections of Foreign Vocal and 
Piano Music : 


65 cts., Strauss Concert Album 65 cts. 


VWTOOAT: 
Song Mosaics for Soprano $1.00, Mo- 
saies for Alto $1.00, Song Mosaics for Tenor 
81.00, Song Mosaics tor Baritome or Bass 
61.00, Modern Soprano Songs $1.00, Mod- 
erm Vocal Duets $1.00, Fifty Bass Songs 61. 
*,* Any of the above sent by mail on receipt 


“7 yo price. 
Contents furnished on application. "Se d 
ocala sample of ** Musical Visitor” for eholtes 


The JOHN CHURCH CO., Cincinnati, 0. 
Wediontee ce | voy 
ASA HULL'S 


New i eo a Book, 


JEWELED CROWN, 


IS NOW READY. 


Price, in boards. 35c. ; $3.60 per dozen ; $30 per hun- 
dred, A specimen copy, papier cover, cen ne, 


GIVEN AWAY ONE MONTH 


to superintendents sending us name of the school they 
represent, and 10 cents to cover mailing expe’ re 
Jeweled Crown is a supe book of new 
music, ona we would like to place one of them in the 
hands of every superintendent in the land. Address 


ASA HULL, Publisher, 
150 Nassau Street, New York. 


SeNmar screech MUSIC. 


t Array. The latest book by the favor- 
ite authors, RopERT Lowry and W. DOANE. 


aimee $30 per 100 2 85 cents eared ¥ by mai. 
Behogt Benge. N. Prove D.D. 
b Law and tunes for Keptetee one ook is hesired 
for prayer-meetings and the Sunday-school. 
Cloth covers, $40 per 100 copies. 


Whenewes Genen- By Ina D. SanxKEY. 257 new 
aud selected Sunday-school songs, Just issued, 
$35 per 100, 40 cents each by mati, 


A complete cmanene and specimen pages sent on 
request. 


THE BICLOW & MAIN co., 
81 Randolph St., Chicago. 76 East Ninth St., New York. 


EASTER MUSIC 


Ofevery description for the Church and Sunday 
School. Complete Lists mailed free to any address 
on application. ADDRESS, 


The JOHN CHURCH CO., Cincinnati, 0. 
Rog & Sa Sone Lag. ty | Toes charehy, Oo. 


EMBLEMS OF EAS 
LASTI SO { 
EVERLASTING ‘ANT. 


Three SERVICES par EASTER, 
ci a readings, Cy 5 cents per copy ; Be bn 


per dozen, by mall. For For 1 conte bao copy 


JOHN J. HOOD, pitts.Arce 2%. 
KEEPING Manion Waet service, by 
EASTER DAY. BAxs ‘¥nom rue 


‘ROSS, by Mrs. M 

ait, mony eae ae New mosie enn D. 
ILD SONGS | 

Ar a A 


















































Hints on Child-Training. 


_ By the Rev. H. CLAY TRUMBULL,,D.D. > 














This work is the ripest result of the lifetime study and ex- 
rience of a Christian educator, in the sphere of the home train- 
ing of children, as distinct from their teachings in the week-day 
school or the Sunday-school. “ very precept in its pages has been 
tested by the principles of ian philosophy and by actual 
experiment in more than one generation of little ones. 


The Christian Register, of Boston, says :' “ This book is not the work ot 
a theorist. The author explains that these hints had been arrived at by 
induction and practical experience. They are marked throughout by wisdom 
and kindliness, and a sympathy and interest in child-life. There’is.as much 
difference between the method of child-training presented in this book and 
that of the old #ézime as between the old and brutal methods of horSe- 
breaking and those of Baucherand Bartholomew. Dr. Trumbull's object is, 
not to crush the child’s will, but to train it. He respects the individuality of 
the child, and finds that letting alone as a means of child-training is as 
important as more positive means. The spirit of the book throughout is 
beautiful and helpful. It is really 2 volume for the training of parents and 
teachers. Those who have not had experience with children, as well as 
many who have, will find its pages full of interest and suggestion.’ 


A book of over 300 pages, size 7145 % inches, beautifully 
bound in cloth and gold. Price, $1.00. For sale by booksellers, 
or mailed, postpaid, by the publisher. ” Canvassers wanted. 


JOHN. D. WATTLES, Pustisuer, 
103i Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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A MODERN t YGIE FANS 
PA BOOK CONTAINING ARTICLES ON 
| SENSIBLE DRESSING, 
PROT RADICAL DRESS REFORM 


Caroline M. Dodson, M.D., of Ph’ 
phi, lngign ‘of Ams National Wotnan’s 


erica; 
Kan man City: Mrs, ‘Annie Jenness- 

miner, of New York; as Bo t 
upon this importan 
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r at all fi 4 
stores evergwhere. The trade su = by The FA 
Co., Now Venk: and by D. Lothyop Co., ‘an 

Fane eee 
Perfect Letter Co pying Books 
Are knew s ae apt all arou ° ra 
copying-ink. Note 


Lote size bie ene 7 mall on 
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moun rare alia 


ete. Invaluable 
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HUST wit i0u WANT, and any Man, | Woman 


“or Child can get It for NOTHING. 


OUR GATALOGUE the best and finest 
ever issued, sent to any address FREE, 


A one-cent postal card will get it for 
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rices for cash or upon an easy 


. ! installment ent ping t0 mis to suit all, alk pockets. 
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Yale Lectures on the Sunday-School 


The Bunday-School: Its Origin, Mission, Methods, and Auxiliaries, The Lyman Beecher Lectures 
before Yale Divinity School, for 1888. By H, Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday S¢hool Times, 
author of Kadesh-barnea, The Blood Covenant, Teaching and Teachers, etc, 


Every pastor, su ay mga rap and thoughtful Sunday-school teacher, will wish to possess 
this book sooner or It deals with the principles underlying the ‘Sunday-school as an 


institution, and with its relations to the Sealy, to the lone and to other spheres of church 
work. 84X54 inches. 415 pe Handsomely boun cloth, Price, $1.50. For sale by 
booksellers, or mailed, » by the publisher. 

From The Independent. From The Congregationalist. 





“It Pt an hh wd ‘ the oat at the ha hee bx been 
Z e true 
that course = on this theme = abort 


school, clpcteres 
havebeencalied for in or ina le ing +b ecological seminary. 


“ These lectures will not onl bes their own In the 

brilliant series of Lyman r Lectures before the 

Yale Divinity School, bu but they stand ates on merits 

of their own as the reodlved so worthy" of a subject 
ecely: 





which has not before r so worthy a treatment, | It isan equally notable proof of the same thing that, 
The volume is pre for convenient use, with a | in res aed to such a venti 8 such ® course of lectures 
bibliographical index,” should have been secured,” 





Packing and Teachers. 


Dr. Trumbull’s book, ‘‘ Teaching and Teachers,” has already found its way into the hands of many 
thousand Sunday-school workers, It is to-day the popular hand-book on Sunday-school teaching. A 
book of 390 pages, bound in cloth, size 734x5% inches. Price, $1.00. Forsale by booksellers, pr mailed, 
postpaid, by the publisher. 


From The Christian Unton, New York. 


From The National Baptist, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ry teacher in Renterocnest will feel hi 4 44 


“We hestinte @ little in opeekins of this book, from 
fear that our innareage win pe thongs extravagant. 








best or vc likely to a We believe that a er book o@ the subject has nev 
this the t for which * | appeared, pod that ifresd ana d pondered, it will open 
would be an unspeakable to every ~ in era in Bible-school lustruction.” 
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A Model Superintendent. 


An object-lesson will help.a superintendent more than will a fine-spun theory. The book 
“A Model Superintendent” shows how io“ superintendent actually did his work :—In the 
study ; with the teachers; in the desk; h the scholars; among the records; at special ser- 
vices. It isa sketch of the life and work of Henr P, "Haven, of the International Lesson 
Committee, by H. Clay Tfumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times. Bound in cloth, with 
fine steel portrait of Mr, Haven. Price, $1.00. For sale by booksellers, or mailed , postpaid, 
by the publisher. 


From The Examiner and Chronicle, New York. ] From The New York Observer. 


nd ao thoroughly introduces a novice tothe methods at b intact 6 mentes os ats oon aes 
and oo eseneny = troduces a novice to book te became such ; it exh 
of work that We Soe tnssoenens. by Chat . forms and a 
ty, 3y-t- . Haven was liberally | which he a, 
best regulated modern Sunday- D such 
Potasne will be widely 
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JOHN D, WATTLES, PusiisuEr, 1081 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





ra MASTER'S PRAISE. 


A COLLECTION OF SONGS FOR THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL,. 
By Rev. E. 8S. Lorenz and Rey. I. Baltzell. 
The large number of composers insures variety of 
style. The range of themes and subjects coversevery 
topic of Bunday-school work. The hymns pony be 
and of good literary quality. There isa generousselec- 
tion of standard hymns, with their appropriate tunes, 
Numerous opening and closing exercises, anthems, 
songs for Christmas, Easter, Children’s Day, ete. 
ax is printed on extra sup cal ed 


BOUND IN CLOTH. 
The best-made book in the market. Contains 176 
peges, 85 cents, postpaid. Send for sample copy. 


W. J. SHUEY, Publisher, 


DAYTON, ‘cune. 
TH Goon Sten 
ve PAL its roa Bong Books. 
Booth aes ivecemes 
‘A.Ogden 200; 


New Service No. XVI 
a yow 6 ko 3 o. XVIt. ‘terwens 


























Peder ite fone ann s Le ney Se, 
Music. Order Pot Yorship hort 8.8. 4 

EASTER GREETING, 

G. C. Hues. . Price, 6 cents; 

RISEN. per seo copies, No samples 

,1102 Chestnut St., Philad’a, 
ATHERED JEWELS, No. 2 " Seebae 
day-schoo 192 pages. Sample co 

writing- paper at reasonable 
— ask your stationer for 
* Boston Bond 
W R IT 1) vee Bunker Hil Linen. 
cond’ s two-cent statape tee 
our pon na 
Postage is 16 cts. per Ih the pound. bar y% vr 
WARD ©O., #451 


Price, 15c, Cong’18.8. & Pub. Soc’y, Boston & Chicago, 
Rinmpa received W. H. BO 
boards. rin. Given perfect satlafuctlon. 
W. W. Wurrmey Co., Publishers, To! 
If so, and desire fashionable 
Express often cheaper. | lin Street, Boston. 








° your 








The Best, 
trreeeere. 


$0 aes a 


National Type Writer Co., 716, 717, & 719 i 








CHURCH | Descerrive Cmovtans 
ORCANS ow APPLICATION. 
HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston. 


OSE & SONS’ PIANOS. 


HIGH QA) co te ey jow ire CATALOGUE FAsy T 
170 TREMONT S 


ARLE'S Galleries of Paintings, 
Mirrors, Choice vase Engrav- 
ings, Picture Frames, ; 
No, 816 Chestnut Street} pushndetoaind’ 











In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige the 
publisher, as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday Schocl Times, 
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fi to the t that 
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FREE COPIES. One free copy, additional, will be 
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ill oblige the Isher by stating 
Buea eatmortbes bes tor es the plese of the one 
re mill not ibe: ent toa any ‘subscriber 
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sent , Upon application. ; 


.- FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 
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¢ it, will be 
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The Su: School Times will be sent to any of the 
in the Universal Postal Union at 
copy.one yea which inclade 
plea, one year, geht ngs each, 
Steensat migsionaries, 


ore copies, 6 shillings each, 
ore ibe pahove rates for two or more copies, the 
Be? must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
me" ly to the individual addresses, or in a 
a ene ot address, whichever may be preferred 
Great Britai tain, Messrs. rae and Stoughton. 
a bie hewr, ‘London, E. C., will receive ve yearly 
‘early snbscriptions = the above rates, the 
to mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1081 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
P.O, Box 1550. 








(aticura 
= Soap= 
Realizes tHe 
FAIREST * 
SOFTEST 
* WHITEST 
SKIN, 


NG IS KNOWN TO SCIENCE AT ALL 
comparable to the CuTicurRa MEDICATED Soap, 
ts marvelous properties cf cleansing, purifying, 
and beautifying the skin, and in preventing those 
torturing disfigurations of the complexion and skin 
due to clogging of the pores and inflammation of 
Ge tebnesees lands, such <8 pimples, blackheads, 
oe. eracked, and scaly skin. 
ence its constant use realizes the fairest com- 
Jexion and the softest, whitest skin within the 
Soeain of the most advanced scientific knowled 
tosu ppl. It nae pone adapted to preserve the 
health ofthe skin andsca pofinfants and children, 
and to prevent minor blemishes or inherited skin 
diseases becoming chronic, if used while 2: 
Sold everywhere. Price, 25c. by the 
Porrer Drvue anp CHEmIckL CoRPORATION, Bos- 


Spend for “How to Beaitify the Skin.” 


PIM ee blackheads, chapped and oily skin 
prevented by CuTicuRA MEDICATED Soar. 


~ VASELINE. 


Rm ONE DOLLAR, &nt us ey, mail, we will 
Pie deliver, al 

















of all charges, to rson in the 
all the following articles carefully 
packed in a neat 
One ce ttle of Pure Vaseline... 10 cts. 
One we pe bottle of Vaseline Pomade. 15 “ 
Cold Cream 





One jar of Vaseline Cold Cream.................. 6 * 
One cake of V ‘ine r Tee... ..... 10,“ 
One cake of Vaseline Soap, unscented....... 10 ** 
One cake of Vaseline Soap, scented............ 3 
One two-ounce bottle of White Vaseline... 25 “ 


——§L. 10 
Or, for stamps, any single article at the price. 

Tf you have occasion to use Vaseline in any form, 
mf. b, to accept only genuine goods put ua oo us 
in original packs ‘A great many 
trring to pe buyers to take VASELINE put 

b Never yield to —_ m pecumacion, as 
an imitation 


= 
give zou fhe eault you expect, A borie e = ee 
CHESEBROUGH MANUFACTURING. co. 
24 State Street, New York. 


me | Sete 








clothes and cleaning house, 
with half of the labor and none 
of the usual troubles. You will 
only be “‘tried” if you try to 
do without it. 
sufferif you use it ; everything 
will suffer if you ‘don't. °° 


Peddlers and some unscru 
lous grocers v will tell you ‘this 


Resgood 


Beware 


Pearline is never peddled Ee if your grocer sends 
in pee of Pearl 
223 JAMES PYLE, N.Y. 


you somethi: 
thing—send it 


















» “Once Tried, Always Used.” 


> Ask your Grocer for it, takenoother. [64 
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inventors and Saiee ont manufacturers. P hiladeiph 


| WE. MAIL FREE. Pao 


Nothing can 








las” or * same as 
IT’S FALSE— 
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BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its and indorsed by WASH BLUE pare Deon Satiy regsed 


thousands of housekeepers. 
to have it on sale. Ask him eet it 
+ Prop., 233 N. ee ee oe Phila., Pa. 














FREE TO ANY ADDRESS. 
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Eocene Gold Seen, 15e. 

= PAPER ES: Newest Felts - - le. 
uncle eutibbahen 

ws og th express by 


can have our large Sample Boske 


sending by KAYSER & ALLMAN, 
ioe, 400, 410, 418 Arch 8, PHILADELPHIA, Fa, 


| Tasty Wall Papers 


tha designs. 
page, woe Ren Ragen yack Garden cer 
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=LINCUBATOR 


co ter Be H. ad AtiL., QUINCY, ILL 


tock, by our method, as well as if in 
Ferman may 9 persed trade is the larg 
pers sen 

Ps 1906 Market ‘St. Phila. Pa. 


McMULLEN’S WOVEN WIRE FENCING. 


pen —_ a Wise, oa Prices reduced, Sold 
Frei id. THE McMULLEN 
WovRN WIRE FENC => CO., Chicago, Ills. 
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miccEee WHF LOWERS: 


Our customers’ Success is our Success; our prosperity depends on buyers being 
satisfied ; with the prices paid; with the condition of orders on arrival ; with the results after 
ing, Our ROSES, Popular Flowers, Bulbs and Seeds, are therefore the best 
care and skill can produce. 
@f 2,000 varieties—classification original; helps the buyer—FREE. It will profit youto 
send a postal card for it to-day. Orders for a single packet-of Seed or 1,000 Roses equally 
Everything by mail post paid, safe arrival guaranteed to all Post 


THE DINGEE & CONARD CO.°°".2355.™ WEST GROVE, PA, 


GUO CU eo eo Do 








OUR NEW GUIDE, 124 pages, describes upwards 








DREEIS eE 


PLANTS, BULBS, and nd Requisites. 


They are THR BEST at THE 


DREER’S GARDEN CALENDAR for 1891 florence mad te 
Street, PHILAD 


HENRY A DREER, 714 Chestnut Street, ELPHIA, PA. 











mace or EXPANDED METAL. 


Yer RESIDENCES, CHURCHES, CEMETERIES, FARMS GARDGHN, Goins, Athens, Wintow Geant Toston 
‘Write for Itlustrated Catalogue, No. 14. CENTRAL EXPANDED METAL CO. 


Hardware Men keep it. Give name of this paper, 


116 Water St., Pittsburgh, Pa 


nearly two hundred years the demand for 
slaves from this side of the Atlantic 
wrought devastation and wo in Africa. 
Not merely were myriads of her people 
made captives, but those who were left 
were made tenfold worse by being incited 
to deeds of cruelty and hate in order to get 
slaves for the foreigners. It is estimated 
that during the hundred years preceding 
the close of the Revolutionary War, no less 
than two million negroes were brought to 
America and the West Indies,—an annual 
average of about twenty thousand. For 
every slave reaching these shores it has 
been said that ten persons died, either 
being slaughtered when the raid for their 
capture was made upon the native village, 
or succumbing to the horrors of the “‘mid- 
dle passage.” Slave-ships sailed from our 
Northern as well as our Southern ports, 
plowing the Atlantic on their accursed 
errand. God be praised that the traffic is 
at an end so far as America is concerned! 
But what a fearful “sphere of influence” 
we have covered in Africa. 

2. There is another sphere in Africa in 
which the influence of the United States 
has been most déleteriots. “For*penera- 
tions we have been pouring into that smit- 
ten continent a flood of intoxicants, aiding 
other nations in developing a rum trade, 
which Thomson and others, who know 
Africa well, have declared to be even 
worse in its results than was the slave- 
trade, We have no arithmetic which can 
measure the wretchedness and corruption 
caused by this traffic. But, unlike the 
slave-trade, this sphere of influence is still 
open to us, Can anything be done to 
close it? 

For some reason, we know not what, 
there has been in recent years a gradual 
falling off in the exportation of distiHed 
liquors from the United States te Africa. 
The latest figures we have been able to 
obtain cover the year ending June 30, 
1890. During that period 1,707,464 gal- 
lons of distilled liquors were exported from 
the United States to different parts of the 
world, of which amount 1,367,726 gallons 
were “ withdrawn from bond,” for expor- 
tation. Only of this portion so “‘with- 
drawn from ,bond,” which is eighty per 
cent of the whole quantity exported, we 
are able to trace the distribution; and we 
find that 273,638 gallons went to Africa, 
and to the following ports of entry :— 


] . a ih 
8 DEPARTMENT. F PPS’ S COCO A FROM OUR NEIGHBORS 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. eee | 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES oor new subecri ? “ By s thorough knowle naturallawswhich 
ae ota socluas pouage gal Gia denens i poeta AFRICA. 
cop. tive year, full ay in Renrenen. » Sy, y heavy or bili ist fo by the Jud (From The Missionary Herald.] 
genta goon Year or 4.00 barr for five y wa tee perunent may be grad builtupuntilstron strong toresist | 1. One thing is certain, that, in the past, 
ee. na SCHOOL Fong Stan kre floating ax and us ready to at Sack wherever | America has had a mighty influence upon 
wit penne By fle pe yn Ny pl nr rg Teak by heewien caninves oak Te fortified many a fatal pure | portions of the Dark Continent, It was 
atthe follow! oe may be de 100d and a properly nourished frame.” —Civil Service 
gS = pum! oe ot Eien emaee teen one) mailed : Saeete. Made sim ply with boiling water or milk. the market for slaves that this country 
tolna (vidual addres snes, 91.00 each, one areas +8: fat oe Teele AMES EPPe es OO. ten ‘ic Ch afforded which aided prodigiously in the 
tocentseach. A package thus sen is addromed . mink =a Enetasa development of the African slave-trade. 
one. person nly a oo on inward worth than outward | ; ‘ 
parei® papers. be ordered romp 4 B Better than Tea and Collce Sor the Morves. In 1620, the same year that the Pilgrim 
a adresses at $1.00 each, and partly ins show.” If you re to P wat $ Fathers landed at Plymouth, the first 
; all g6 to one postotice, | 27 YOu can do bot It wi :V ud ’ C cargo of negroes was landed at James- 
imensen where osu ale gnats show its worth in washing ; AN OUTEN $ OCOA town, Virginia, and from that day on for 
Sih the sane school get from another, $ 
* 
2 


Cape Coast (Gold Cogst)......... 107,153 gallons, 
Elmina (Gold Coast)............... ae: * 
Grand Bassam.. ~ 9466 “ 
Goree (Cape Verde) Kdeteadess sede 2338 “ 
Sierra Leone.......cese .cossesesseseee 3,514 “ 
BOE tnsgtes ctceisina ctecheods 273,638 gallons. 


This quantity is slightly less than that 
of the previous year (297,008 gallons), but 
it is a decided improvement on the 808,437 
gallons of five years ago. It is through 
the port of Boston that the whole of this 
deadly stream flows to Africa. Cannot 
the vile fountain be closed altogether? It 
certainly behooves Christians and philan- 
thropists to make the most strenuous ex- 





ertions, both by the development of a pub- 


Wee 
—s 


a 




























eNO 
eel 
A great many of the readers of 


form for reference. The Bin 
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“wid a flexible-sewed book. 


ordered, 
. Tue STyizs. 


Full cloth, stiff sides, stamped. 





additional. . eocentseach. Ifmailed1s| Lt Henry Ward Beecher writes : pag A. aon Jr, ee F.CS. 
) sr ; 
ioe per een flexibl A Bacouury. N. Ayo February i, 1890. y psa ke meee ne ty peaceiae SONS ee 
oth an er’s board, flex e D “TI have ALLCocK’s Porous PrasreRs for ~ it to cotkal pL yaar 0 lentes 
excellent Binder, akhough very plain, | #0MS.7%rn OciaLrersweizc comete up for assistance, | NOt found in any other plaster, and hts ind tepaperior 
Single one, S0ceuts, and 10 cents additional | ame hare ‘ain wich fech is heir to. T huve uscd Biba tea piaicine at cpae ty Mire gmee 
for maili ling. enone | fi 7 ki of lame- 
hW9.or more, 40 cents each, and, if mailed, Ne pbk gen Ng prod by Thy Marion Harland, on page 103 of her 


The flexible Binder makes a handier | "7 The at = is. the only testimonial I have ever 


volume for the reader, while the 


, Binder may be soniewhat better for the authority or sanction.” ihetecaminedpressarerct's strong at band with 
tain tonic lities develo; nm the wearing. It 
panes eet renee of the pre: The Rev. Mark Guy Pearse writes: | should be kept over the seat of the uneasiness for 


Address, John D. Wattles, 1081 Walnut “ BEpwoRD PLACE, RUSSELL BQUARE, eevee days,—in obstinate cases, for perhaps a fort- 


Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


by Jaw, | 
“en pat te onl te tals douienae teal 


/ - ene. 
| gtr tecoe or UNMUURMA OR “TA GRIPPR 


pl ye em ye enr na 37 oa Hs always leaves the system in a -BOV | N | NE- The TONIC a 
those furnished during the three years weak and exhausted condition. 


and a have given suc aa rig alleviate the feeling of lassitude and depression, and tone up both body and 
tion. Fg a me be placed in the | mind to their normal state. Ask your physician about it. C.M. HURLBURT, 


not cramped at fre a ihe. Bangor M.D., of South Dennis, Mass., writes: “I am convinced that for a person 


style of binder is used, but opens wide and | requiring a gentle stimulant, combined with food of a highly nutritive quality, 


ith the expectation that, in many - 
eases, club subscribers will glad to BOVININE. 


order the Binder through the one who 


Same So aes, te wegendinag 5 ellagen a Endersement. by men and women of the character and 


one, 7 conte, and, if mailed, 15 cents 
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I have never found an article so eminently fitted to fill that place as your 





standing of those who recommend Attcock’s Porous PLAsTERS 
is unquestionable proof of merit. 





find that they can control many cases not noticed in Wi work, “ nen Sense for 
id, Wife, and Mother,” says; 


any plaster,and if my name has “ Forthe aching back, ALLCOCK’s POROUS PLASTER 


: en ih favor of 
stiff ae sed to recommend any other, it is without my 


Lon pon, December 10, 1 





How often 


when the old spider, griddle, stew 


pan, or kettle was all greasy and | . oats 
nasty; or when it scaled, cracked, or | Cler, Writes: dius “ About three weeks since, while puffering ing cheat, f applied { 


anted something that FrrTa_AVENvE, severe cold 

broke, you've w ” ing New Yorx Crry, December 20, 1890. uincon's Posove Piast PrasteR, and in 

wouldn’t ‘act that wi You can “For the last twenty years I have been using Cbtained relief. 

have them by getting ALLCOCK’s PoROUB eer have repeatedly “In By opinion, the these plasters send Se in every 

cured me of rheumatic pains and pains in my side and | househ case of coughs. on sprains, 

steel cooking tena ms- | back. Whenever I haves cold. one on my chest and beniess o or £ pains ofaay kin kind. Ria in im my gene 
circular eo ny A speedily relieves me, results en tisfactory an 

trated “ My family are never without them.” ficial,” 


THE BRONSON aces CO., Cleveland, O, 


SScecieees | iE uatah th only right hat I should wl ge oper W. J. Arkell, publisher of Judge and 
er 


family and amongst these to whom I h -2 
mepded them. 1 find them » very breastplate agains: | 7 rank Leslie's 
colds and coughs,’ writes: 


“Jupex BUILDING, 
Russell Sage, the well-known finan- Cor, Frerm AVR. and SIXTEENTH SramEt, 
New Yorx«, January 14, 1891. 
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B. ZEL SHAW, 


SHAW, APPLIN & 60. 


Petits 


From $48,00 upward. 


27 Sudbury st, ©” 
Send for Catalogue. BOSTOY 


CHURCH, HALL, AND LODGE 


tare, Pulpi ta, Chairs, Pews, ote. 
BAXTER C SWan'm 24 & 246 8. 20 Bt., Phila., Pa, 


THEO. C. KNAUFF COMPANY, 
CHURCH ORGANS. 


THE OLDEST ORGAN MANUFACTORY IN THE COUNTRY, 
snes clean LARGEST IN THE WORLD, 
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Remember 
last winter's 
siege. Re- 
call how try- 
ing to health 


were the frequent changes of the weather, 
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Liver Oil and Hypophosphites of. Lime and Soda? Did 
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CAUTION.—Scott’s Emulsion is Fe 
Be sure and get the genuine. 
Manufacturing Chemists, New York. 


nts are sclentifically 








* What was it that helped you win 
the fight with disease, warded off pneumonia and possibly consumption? Did 
you give due credit to SCOTT’S EMULSION of pure Norwegian Cod 


you proclaim the 


victory? Have you recommended this wonderful ally of health to your 
; friends? And what will you do this winter? 
| as a-preventive this time. 


‘Use Scott’s Emulsion 
It will fortify the system against Coughs, Colds, 
Consumption, Scrofula, General Debility, and all Anamic and Wasting 
Diseases (specially in Children). Palatable as Milk. 


SPECIAL.—Scott’s Emulsion is non-secret, and is prescribed by the Med- 
ical Profession all over the world, because its re tecd “ 
combined in such a manner as to greatly increase their remedial value, 





up in salmon-colored wrappers. 
Bowne, 


repared only by Scott & 
ists. 
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“BUSTLE IS NOT INDUSTRY.” 













There is a right way and a wrong way to clean 
house. This picture shows the wrong way. Do 
You wish to know the right way? Buy a cake of 
SaPonio and try it in your next house-clhaning and 
you will appreciate the difference so 7s ich that you 
will‘never be without it nonin. 








































Agents. 
Boiv ev ALL LEADING RETAILERS. 


iway, Ne Ws 

















Trade Mark. 


11 (8 certain that the stockings are responst- 
vat tS rer | foot oon and deformities. 


a A RR save discomfort and 
carole, The toes have room enough ; con- 
Sequentiy do not push through. Fre best 
for peerye y, and the only hose for 

those affli th comme, ingrowing nails, 
= Dantons. Made in all, qualities ; black and 
(Men's only at present.) 
your dealer hasn’t them, we will mail a sam be 
a 35e., or 
(Stamps, or 


pero wre 
UKENHOSE co., 78 Chauncy | St., Boston, Mass. 


or Fine 


BLACK STOCKINGS. 
. bP. binson Oo, Dye. 
Money cog =e if they 
ae aces 


Loe ng 


783 Broadway, New “York; 
feasts Sati, te 


Street, Chicago; 

20 Temple Place, Boston; 
= _~ id Av., Cleveland, O. 
1 Race St., Cincinnati, O. 

i ea oend for price-list. 


Bsns 
will be issued about April 1 

CATALOGUE =: with prices that will be 
Re us get aaoe 








for all kinds of good rwera house- 
farntching. Samples cheerfully ser Please send full 
A.D, MATTHEWS & SONS, 

$s, 400, 402, and 404 Fulton 8t., Brooklyn, New York. 


Usk 
TUART'S SPOOL COTTON. 
: Old Established and Reliable. 





trungeet. fi 
old by all Leading Dry Goods and Notions Jobers. 


ae Soo_Seme EVER anne v.. 
“i DRESS STAY rsstuuse 


ILANT! ORESS STAY MFC. CO., Yosiianti, Michigan. 








Dr. Warwner’s CELEBRATED CoRA- 
pie Corsets are the best. Over 14 mil- 
lions sold in this country alone. 
















. Bank has been of untold blessing to the thrifty workman. 


‘Shall | Begin to Save? | 


The habit of saving, when formed early in life, has & 
laid the foundation of many a large fortune. No onewill & 
question the benefits of the saving habit, but the methods f 
of putting it into operation are many. The Savings 


The ‘interest isy low, and the profit small, but, carefully 
nurtured, the Savings Bank account is a great helper to 
the yearly i income. There is, however, a better place for 
part of one’s income than the-Savings Bank, a way that 
will be found at the end of the year to have accomplished 
more. Investments in Real Estate in someof the growing 
cities of the West have made many men wealthy. - It is 
hot only one city that has done this, but many. Among 
the best of rapid growing cities to-day, Cuicaco stands first. 
Read of the real estate transactions for one week in 
Chicago, and you will be amazed at the figures. The fact 
is, the growth of the cH is so tremendous that values 
must go higher and higher. Do you want some of the 
increase? If so, we will show you how to get it. First 
select the city. Letit be Cuicaco. You will need to rely 
somewhat for information on parties from whom you pur- 
chase. We recommend unhesitatingly to you EVER- 
GREEN PARK. If you are flot personally acquainted 
with us, ask your banker or any commercial agency who 
we are. Send for plats and particulars. We will do 
our best to put you in a way to invest judiciously. 


B. F. JACOBS & CO., 


99 Washington Street, - . ‘i 




























sale at very low prices, and 
> — on unusually liberal terms. A 
a Guide, with maps, prices, terms, andre- 
quired information,will be mailed et EF 
of charge on application. - ree 
Cc. E. SIMMONS, 
Land Commissioner C. &. N. W. R’y., CHICAGO, ILL. 
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TERMS TO AGENTS LIBERAL. 


SIVE. 


T wish to ex pre<s - Rad 
the Wall typewriter. 
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know. and it issimply a pleasure ic oe t. It is delight- 
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Address N. Ty Pewter O©o., 10 vg P1.. Boston. 
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St. Louis, Me. 
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molt. 1° CA SsGREEN MFG. ©O, 
184 Van Buren St., Chicago, Lil. 
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Mr. Howells’s Opinion. 
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GENTS » wanted for THE LIFE OF GEN. 
SHERMAN. Gen. 0. O. Howarp. The 
most comple e and aut on oe on 600 pages, 
fally ——r cloth, —< ro 
at of books with Spanchene aotbors. J 
WINSTON & CO. Philadeiphia and Chicago. 


more than hi any other ty 


simple and manageable. D. Howk.18.” 
Send for Catalogue and Specimens of Work. 





AGENTS sated ofusely illustrated, Price, | » 
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at 8 tug Don’t be fooled by taking any other. This 
is what you want. Pull canvassing outAt 
cation. 





BACCY KNEES 


«oer REMEDIED. Greely ely Pant 
Stretcher. mal con Agen wanted. 
B. J. GREELY, 715 Washington St., Boston, Mass, 


AGENTS fer Life eof GEN. SHERMAN. 
the popular historian, J, T. Heapiey. 


Positively most, rel le book published. En- 
the G friends. Sells 








Philadelphia, 
Dont dday. H.J.8mith & Co., a 
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GENER 
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specially for book by 
Agents Wan Will outsell Sets 
Send 35c tly for outfit. We guarantee 


Elegantly illust with f ttle scenes, and 
maps. Secure, at once, choice o for this 


terri 
AL SHERMAN standard work. Outhit, 760. E. B. Tama, b., N. ¥. 
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R, BH. WOO ARD & CO., Baltimore, Md. 













A cream of tartar baking powder. Highest 
of all in leavening strength.— U. §. Government 
Report, August 17, 1889. 
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LAKE. FOREST UNIVERSITY, 
pee anaes 
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at ond 
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~ OFFER WITHOUT A PARALLEL. 


I will sell you a first-class ticket to Avor Park, 
South Florida, at ‘_ rate, Te rage hes which in’ 
cludes one week’s a, oars Round trip at 


come ap ere poet wore “4 oe Write 
MCROSB 9,Franklin St., New York. 
rope; the Moly Lang, |, Round 
Select parties: best ticketing faci 
tickets, H. Gaze Son, pinipumaren s,s N.Y. Estab, 1844, 


WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE 
$t50b,006 TRUST CO. it0,c00 


100, 000 
DENVER, + A nang 
First Mortgage Loans 
and Gold Debentures. 
Cree Offices : z State St., Albany, N.Y.; 40 Wall 


N.Y. y.Cuy, ialto Bdg., Boston; Bullitt Bag, 
Pulls, : 28 Cornhill and 'Liovds. London, Enc. 
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208 and 810 Walnut Street, ‘Philadelphia. 


Manhattan Life Insurance Co., New York. 


You HAVE LIVED ANP WON. 

For example of its operation, address th 
pany, giving your age. e 
ARREN LOAN AGENCY, Fairbury, Ne- 
braska, loans money in Nebraska for persons 


East, and makes it net them 6 to 9 © cent. For 
detalls and references write for cir r. 


_ DRY GOODS wan. 


Everything worn by man, wombn, or child, 


PRICES LOWEST, STYLES opel 


Everything for the family. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FREE,” 
Aires, MAHLER BROS; °**-*gs.szeh, Ave 


New York. 


JAMES McCREERY & CO., 
Importers and Dealers in Fine Dry Goods, 


Broadway. Cor, Eleventh St., New York. 
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Sunday School Times intends to admit erate that are trustworthy. Should, however, an advertisement of s party not in good stauding be inadvertently luserted, - 
me 2 ma {ll refund to subscribers suy money that they lose wereby. 
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